Sandwell 

CHRONICLE 



Thursday, August 2, 2018 


Read by more than 46,000 people 


Price when sold 70p 


£35k bill to clear up mess made by dumped rubbish 



Report by Luke Bartlett 


SANDWELL COUNCIL is on 
the ‘front foot’ cracking down 
on fly-tipping, with more than 


ough. 

New figures have revealed a bill for 
£35,032.67 on court costs and collect¬ 
ing items that had been fly-tipped be¬ 
tween 2017 and 2018. 

But this is balanced with £22,340 of income 
fining individuals or companies in the same 
year with the £400 fixed notice penalty system 
and court fines. 

Council leader Steve Eling said: “We are on 
the front foot and it is a significant public con¬ 
cern. We have had a couple of reasonably high 
profile cases in court recently where we have 
seen the dumping of furniture and we have had 
quite a number of these £400 fixed penalty no¬ 
tices issued. We want to get the message out 
that we are doing this and these notices are 
being issued. I would like the fixed penalty fines 
to be more than £400 but that is how much it 
is set at. 

National 

“We want fly-tipping to stop rather than hav¬ 
ing to fine people. We spend a fortune to get a 
case before the court. 

“We are seeing a reduction, but there is a 
significant cost to clearing up and there is a 
significant cost to enforcing £400 fines. It is a 
national issue and it is primarily commercial. 
If you are contracting somebody to take your 
waste, you are still responsible. We advise peo¬ 
ple to check who is taking it.” 

The figures come as it was revealed there had 
been nearly 100 fly-tipping incidents a week 
across Sandwell for the first three months of 
the year. Between January and March a total 
of 1,118 incidents of rubbish being illegally 
dumped in public places were recorded. 

Smethwick was listed at the worst affected 
area with around 390 reports to Sandwell 
Council, followed by West Bromwich which saw 
330 reports between January and March. Last 
month, the council reported that overall fly-tip- 
ping reports had fallen by 8.3 per cent for the 
period between January and March this year 
when compared to the same period in 2017. 


£35,000 spent on clearing up 
messes left around the bor- 


STRIKING TRIBUTE TO EX-TIPTON FOOTBALLER LEE 



Lee Bevington’s daughter Holly designed her father’s headstone 


A MAN once described by Steve Bull as a 
‘cracking footballer’ has been given a unique 
memorial. Lee Bevington, a striker for Tip- 
ton Town FC and lifelong Wolves fan, died in 
2016 from liver failure. 

His headstone, designed by daughter Holly 
Bevington, was specially carved out of granite 
to look like a wave in memory of the ‘proppa 
Tipton bloke’. 

Coseley Halliwell funeral firm produced 
the tribute at Tipton Cemetery. The tribute 
stands 6ft high and cost nearly £7,000 to cre¬ 
ate. 

The money was raised from his family and 
from a collection at his funeral which saw 
people wear Wolves shirts, even West Brom¬ 
wich fans. 

Holly, aged 30, said: “He really stood out 
in life and now he stands out in the cemetery 
too. My dad was a huge part of my life and al¬ 
ways will be. This is where I know my happy 
place is with him and I wanted to put his per¬ 
sonality into his memorial. 

“He loved travel. As a child we were always 
holidaying abroad. His favourite place was 
Cyprus, so the wave signifies the sea. He used 
to enjoy listening to the sea and the sun al¬ 
ways seemed to shine out from him. 

Radiating 

“I cried when it was put up. It was bet¬ 
ter than I ever could have imagined. Now it 
makes me smile when I visit it. Every time I 
go there the sun seems to shine down.” 

The headstone includes a picture of a beach 
fringed by palm trees and an image of Mr 
Bevington, with his cap turned round, at the 
centre of the sun radiating over the water. 

On the grave, there’s a miniature statue of 
a footballer and the badge of Wolverhampton 
Wanderers. Lee, who was a former chemical 
processing manager with Oldbury-based Al¬ 
bright and Wilson, was a popular figure in the 
community. 

He had his playing career at Tipton Town 
cut short after breaking his ankle twice. 

Lee attended Alexandra School and is now 
buried in the cemetery next door. 

He remained friends with his ex-wife The¬ 
resa but never remarried. He also leaves his 
son Jamie, father Joseph, brother Karl, sister 
Ruth and grandchildren Lloyd and Velentia. 


DEATH 


Tributes as comic 
Sludge dies at 74 


BLACK Country comic Ian ‘Sludge’ Lees 
has died, aged 74, following a short illness 
- prompting a flood of tributes. 

The Cannock-born son of a miner, who 
lived for 10 years in Ocker Hill, Tipton, had 
kept pub and club 
audiences laughing 
for more than six 
decades. He died 
on Monday at New 
Cross Hospital, just 
weeks after being 
diagnosed with can¬ 
cer. His manager 
of 40 years, Jake 
Elcock, led tributes . (Chl . .1 

to funnyman and lan Sludge Lees 
singer, made famous by TV appearances 
on New Faces, and The Comedians. 

“He had all the ingredients - he had the 
face, he had the outrageous outfits, he had 
the routine and he had the timing. 

Fellow comedian Ollie Spencer was due 
to appear alongside Sludge in the Black 
Country Night Out tour. He said: “He was a 
one-off, a whacky comic.” 

CRIME 



Stabbing probe 
appeal launched 


POLICE believe this man could hold ‘vital 
information’ regarding a daytime stabbing 
in Tipton. A 39-year-old man was seriously 
injured when he was stabbed several times 
in the abdomen in 
the town centre last 
Wednesday. 

And officers have 
now launched an 
appeal to identify the 
man pictured, who 
they say may hold 
‘vital information’. 

The man was 
stabbed shortly be¬ 
fore 1.30pm on Owen Street. 

Pc Daniel Cartwright from West Midlands 
Police CID, said: “This was a particularly 
nasty attack.” Anyone with information is 
asked to call police on 101, quoting crime 
reference 20SW/168502B/18. 



The CCTV image 
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Jazz-sper swings 
in for big festival 
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Albion-link shield 



Wolves fan Michael Painter 


AN historic football shield presented by 
the Baggies to a pub league more than 
70 years ago has been found dumped - 
in enemy territory. 

Michael Painter came across the 
shield apparently abandoned at the end 
of his street in Whitmore Reans as he 
returned from taking his dog for a walk. 

After spotting its Albion links, the 
51-year-old Wolves devotee was initially 
tempted to leave it where it was, but 
kind-heartedness got the better of him 
and he rescued the prize trophy. Now he 
wants to find out who it belongs to and 
return it to its rightful owner. 


saved by Wolves fan 


The award was presented by Albion, 
then in the old Division Two, to the 
West Bromwich and District Football 
League at the end of the Second World 
War. The first winners were Tantany 
Rovers in 1945-47 while the last club 
to raise it aloft, in 1994-95, were Afro 
Caribbean, possibly made up of staff and 
volunteers from the Afro Caribbean Re¬ 
source Centre in West Bromwich. 

Other title holders include a succes¬ 
sion of pubs, such as The Hen & Chick¬ 
ens, The Duke of York, The Golden Lion 
and The Dartmouth Arms. The league 
no longer exists but Mr Painter is de¬ 


termined to find someone with links to 
the shield who he can return it to. Mr 
Painter, who found the silverware 
across the road from his house in Ches¬ 
ter Street, said: “It’s a beautiful shield. 

“It must be two and a half feet high 
with the West Bromwich Albion crest 
and loads of badges on it. I just think 
its a piece of history that needs to be re¬ 
turned home.” The trophy was lying on 
a wall surrounded by rubbish that had 
been recently dumped there, he said. 

Anyone with information is urged 
to contact Marion Brennan on 01902 
313131. 


Toys R Us demolition 
to pave way for shops 


A FORMER Toys R Us store in 
the Black Country - shut down 
after the toy chain collapsed - 
will be demolished under plans 
to make way for a new retail de¬ 
velopment. 

The large shop, off Birchley Island 
in Oldbury, closed its doors earlier this 
year. 

A retail development, taking up some of 
the car park, would replace it with well- 
known shopping outlets involved, accord¬ 
ing to press reports. 

Members of the West Midlands Com¬ 
bined Authority were approached over the 
proposal this month as the unnamed devel¬ 
oper wants backing on the scheme. 

Although it has not been publicly dis¬ 
closed, the project involves knocking down 
the old Toys R Us store. 

Walsall Council leader and member of 
the WMCA investment board, Councillor 
Mike Bird, welcomed the move. 

He said: “We have been approached by a 
private developer which wants to redevelop 
the site, bringing in jobs into the town and 
regenerate a disused area. They wanted 
our backing, and I was happy to give mine.” 

Collapsed 

Toys R Us closed the store in Oldbury in 
April. The Oldbury store was opened in the 
1990s. The toy chain collapsed with the loss 
of 2,000 jobs. It ceased to trade online in 
February. 

A decision was taken to close all the 
chains’ 106 stores after joint administra¬ 
tors Moorfields failed to find a buyer. 

It took over administration when the 
company was unable to pay a £15 million 
tax bill. 

It has a car park and is next to a McDon¬ 
ald’s restaurant. 

Toys R Us branches lost in the region 
as part of the cuts included shops at the 
Merry Hill Centre in Dudley and at Staf¬ 
ford’s Queens Retail Park - which opened 
only last year. 


Anyone remember Funky Moped? 



Jasper Carrott performs at the 34th edition of the Birmingham, Solihull and Sandwell Jazz Festival 


HE has a habit of turning up un¬ 
der the bright lights - and by the 
looks of things he is a man just as 
comfortable singing as he is telling 
jokes. 

And last week one of the region’s 
most loved entertainers paid visit 
to an award-winning music festival 
to win over a new audience. 

Widely-adored comedian, actor 
and personality Jasper Carrott got 
up on the microphone at the 34th 
edition of the Birmingham, Solihull 
and Sandwell Jazz Festival. 


The Brummie star was seen 
performing alongside the Duved 
Dunayevsky Quartet at the Brass- 
house on Broad Street during 
Wednesday’s line up. 

Carrott described himself as an 
‘enthusiastic supporter’ of the fes¬ 
tival and gave his best wishes for 
the continued success of the re¬ 
maining days of jazz, blues, dance 
and film event. 

Festival director, Jim Simpson, 
from Halesowen, said: “I do know 
him and Jasper is a bit of a pal. 


He is a hero to us really. He is a 
very musical person. Before he got 
anywhere near the stage he had 
three or four people taking selfies 
with him. His performance was 
hilarious. He never seems to plan 
anything and always seems to re¬ 
spond to everything other people 
do. The festival feels the best it has 
for years.” 

A total of 234 performances were 
marked up across 115 venues for 
the festival - with 351 musicians 
appearing in 72 bands. 


Court date 
for skip hire 
company in 
site dispute 

A SKIP hire firm is being taken to court 
by a council for refusing to leave its site 
to allow an ambitious restoration pro¬ 
ject to go ahead. 

No 1 Skip Hire has been locked in a 
bitter dispute with Sandwell Council 
and has defied notices to leave its site in 
Spon Lane, Smethwick. 

Council bosses want the site cleared to 
allow plans for a long-awaited £10 mil¬ 
lion restoration project of the Chance 
Glassworks to progress. But the firm 
claims it has not been supported by the 
authority to find a suitable alternative 
location and fear they could be forced to 
close if made to move, resulting in the 
loss of 22 jobs. 

The row has dragged on for two years 
and the impasse has resulted in the 
council launching legal action. The firm 
is due to appear at Wolverhampton Mag¬ 
istrates Court on August 16. 

Roger Page, spokesman for No 1 Skip 
Hire, said: “We have tried to negotiate 
with Sandwell Council for a compromise 
solution which would see the business 
move from the current site at Spon 
Lane.” 

A Sandwell Council spokesperson 
said: “Nol Skip Hire is operating ille¬ 
gally so the council has been left with no 
alternative but to take them to court.” 

Supported living 
scheme launched 

A NEW multi-million pound supported 
living scheme has has been launched in 
West Bromwich. 

Thirty-five new bungalows have been 
claimed by tenants on Oxford Road as 
part of the £9.6 million scheme. 

The development includes 58 apart¬ 
ments for people with a range of health 
and social care issues. 

Sandwell councillor Ann Shackleton, 
who is also the cabinet member for so¬ 
cial care, said: “Oxford Road is providing 
spacious accommodation for people so 
they can live independent lives with care 
and support on offer for their personal 
needs.” The scheme was designed for 
Sandwell Council by the energy services 
and regeneration specialist ENGIE. 

Ramblers set for 
woodland treks 

WEST Bromwich Ramblers head out on 
five and seven mile walks on Sunday in 
Leicestershire. The rambles from Ash- 
by-de-la-Zouch comprise field and wood¬ 
land walking with good views. 

The coach will depart from West Bro¬ 
mwich Town Hall at 9am. Non members 
are welcome. For further details call 
0121358 6591. 


IORDANS SOLICITORS 



Friendly, efficient and price competitive 


Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and Commercial, Wdls and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH Telephone: 0121 559 2922 


www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 
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Tea party to 
help recall 
milestones' 
bygone era 

A SPECIAL English garden party will 
be held in West Bromwich on Sun¬ 
day to commemorate 100 years since 
women first won the right to vote and 
the end of the First World War. 

Manor House Museum, in Hall 
Green Road, will be hosting the event 
to celebrate a bygone era and the Brit¬ 
ish spirit from 11am to 3pm. Admis¬ 
sion to the event is free. 

Museum staff are inviting local peo¬ 
ple to join them for an afternoon of 
traditional live music, outdoor games, 
guided tours and delicious cream teas. 

There will be a variety of Remem¬ 
brance poppy-themed crafts for vis¬ 
itors to create and decorate which 
will be displayed at the museum in 
November. 

And throughout the day local his¬ 
torian Ian Bott will be giving talks on 
local wartime history, admission to 
the talks is 50p per person. 

There will also be cream teas, which 
will include a pot of tea, selection of 
cakes and scones at £5.00 per person 
or two for £8.00. Please book in ad¬ 
vance by calling the museum on 0121 
588 2985. 

Sandwell Council leader Councillor 
Steve Eling said: “The first women 
winning the vote and the end of the 
First World War were two immensely 
important moments in our history. 
People will have the chance to com¬ 
memorate these at a garden party at 
our historic Manor House Museum.” 

Man dies after 
being hit by train 

A MAN has died after being hit by a 
train, police have confirmed. 

No trains stopped at Sandwell and 
Dudley station, in West Bromwich, on 
Sunday morning following the trag¬ 
edy. 

The man was struck on Saturday 
evening, shortly after 5.30pm. 

A spokesman for British Transport 
Police said the man was pronounced 
dead at the scene and they were not 
treating his death as suspicious. The 
man’s next of kin have been informed. 

In a statement, British Transport 
Police said: “The incident is currently 
being treated as non-suspicious and a 
hie will be prepared for the coroner.” 

A 16-seater minibus had been put 
in place on Sunday morning to ferry 
passengers to the nearest station. 


Roadworks start 

THREE weeks of roadworks have be¬ 
gun on an Oldbury road. Temporary 
traffic lights are in place on Pound 
Road, off the busy Wolverhampton 
Road, until August 17 as work is car¬ 
ried out by gas firm Cadent. 


Historic site's new life after £l0m deal 



Seconique staff and representatives 


THE one-time home of the legendary 
Boulton Paul Defiant night fighter is 
being brought back into use by a hat- 
pack furniture company as part of a 
£10 million investment. Seconique, 
from Wednesbury, has bought the 
former aircraft factory on Wobaston 
Road, Wolverhampton, after securing 
backing for its investment plans from 
Allied Irish Bank (GB). 

The 450,000 sq ft building has un¬ 
dergone major renovation to become a 
warehouse and offices after more than 
75 years as an aircraft factory. That 
ended in 2012 when the Moog aero¬ 


space company moved over the road 
to a new £20m factory on the i54 site. 

It is now the base for Seconique, 
which is one of the UK’s largest in¬ 
dependent importers and wholesalers 
of hat-pack furniture. Formed in 1986 
and with an annual turnover in the 
region of £27m, Seconique is in the 
process of moving from Woden Road, 
Wednesbury, to its new home. 

The 17.5-acre site was once home 
to the Boulton Paul aircraft plant, 
which produced the famous Dehant 
night fighter in the Second World 
War. To mark this heritage Seconique 


has renamed the building as Boulton 
House. The management and 92 staff 
will transfer to the new site towards 
the end of this month. Seconique ex¬ 
pects to recruit more in the next few 
months as its trading expands. 

Managing director Helen Barker 
said: “Seconique has been something 
of a sleeping giant but owning our 
own HQ gives us a great platform to 
move forward. We’ve also been fasci¬ 
nated to be approached by people who 
used to work for Boulton Paul, and 
they’ve shown us photographs of how 
the factory used to be.” 


Man attacked car with 
axe over parking ticket 


AN angry motorist, who smashed 
up his own car with an axe after 
getting a parking ticket, has been 
jailed for two years two months. 

Romanian-born Costel Mihai saw the 
wardens booking his empty VW, which he 
had left at a bus stop, as he came out of a 
nearby shop, a judge heard. 

The furious 47-year-old rushed to the ve¬ 
hicle, shouted at the startled enforcement of¬ 
ficers in his native tongue, opened a door and 
pulled out the axe with which he shattered the 
driver’s window and rained blows down on the 
bodywork, Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told. 

As the wardens walked away he tore up the 
parking ticket before leaping into the battered 
VW and accelerated away, only to return soon 
afterwards and came to a stop close by them, 
explained Miss Joanne Barker, prosecuting. 

They drove down Smethwick High Street 
followed by Mihai who repeatedly sounded his 
horn until he moved to the wrong side of the 
road, drew alongside them and threw a glass 
bottle from which he had been drinking beer. 

Both cars pulled onto a nearby car park 
where the enforcement officers remained in 
their vehicle as Mihai continued to hurl insults 
at them until police firearms officers arrived at 
the scene to disarm and arrest the defendant 
at around 6.30pm on July 5. A search of the 
VW revealed two kitchen knives on the front 
passenger seat, disclosed Miss Barker. 

Miss Kamalpreet Shergill, defending, said: 
“He does not seek to minimise his behaviour. 
His reactions were extreme and unnecessary 
while his behaviour was irrational. He finds it 
hard to believe he reacted in that way and can¬ 
not explain why he did so.” 

Father of four Mihai, from Cemetery Road, 
Smethwick, said he bought the elderly VW the 
day before the incident. He had not been in 
trouble during the four years he and his family 
have been in the UK but was convicted of rob¬ 
bery and a sex offence in Romania, the court 
heard. 

The defendant pleaded guilty to dangerous 
driving, possession of three offensive weapons 
- the axe and two knives - and affray. 



Sacha 
has eyes 
on her 
next prize 

THE winner of a beauty 
pageant has set her sights 
on winning a national com¬ 
petition. 

Sacha Jones, aged 23, 
from Tipton, claimed the 
Miss Birmingham GB title 
on July 22 and has now set 
her eyes upon winning Miss 
Great Britain. 

She said: “I’m really 
happy because it’s some¬ 
thing I always wanted to 
achieve. I came second run¬ 
ner up in 2014.” 

Contestants had to raise 
money for Miss Birming¬ 
ham GB’s chosen charity, 
Breaking The Silence, with 
the person raising the most 
money winning the Miss 
Charity title - which Sacha 
also won. Her focus now 
turns to Miss Great Britain, 
held at the Athena in Leices¬ 
ter on September 14. 

Sacha, who won Tipton 
Rosebud in 2002 and Tipton 
Princess in 2004, said she 
wanted to use the position 
of Miss Great Britain to help 
the homeless, if she won. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Hundreds of 
events start 

THERE are more than 300 events in 
Sandwell over the summer holidays, 
with most of them being free. 

Sandwell Council and partners have 
a fun-packed programme organised 
for the break. 

There are plenty of summer events 
in Sandwell’s museums with themes 
through the summer including prin¬ 
cesses and pirates, fairy tales, archae¬ 
ology and sports. 

Sandwell libraries have a full pro¬ 
gramme of events taking place in all 
19 libraries. There’s also the summer 
reading challenge to encourage chil¬ 
dren to read during the holidays. 

Leisure centres will be providing 
plenty of summer activities including 
sports camps where children can stay 
all day. The climbing wall and Youth 
Bus will be touring Sandwell’s parks 
aimed at children and young people 
age eight to 19. 

For those looking to cool off from 
the heatwave, children can swim for 
free during school holidays. Registra¬ 
tion is quick and easy can be done on¬ 
line or in leisure centres. Proof of age 
is required. 

Sandwell’s Go Play project, deliv¬ 
ered by partners, will be holding free 
events for children in all sorts of ven¬ 
ues including parks and libraries. 

For details of events happening 
throughout the holidays, go to www. 
discoversandwell.co.uk. 

Cop on his bike 
to nab suspect 

A POLICE officer grabbed a bike 
dropped by a suspect and chased him 
down the street on it. 

Footage was captured on a body 
cam worn by a West Midlands Police 
officer in Birmingham of the incident. 

The officer races down the street on 
the pushbike, before catching up with 
the suspect who had dropped it at the 
scene. One person was arrested and 
was in police custody for smashing up 
the front of a shop. 

Police tweeted: “We love comman¬ 
deering vehicles. Imagine being a 
crook, halfway through a crime, and 
seeing a police car. 

“You drop your bike and run away, 
only to see a cop chasing you down on 
your own pushbike.” 

To see the video, visit www.expres- 
sandstar.com 

Uniform exchange to 
help pupils' parents 

THERE will be a school uniform ex¬ 
change on Friday 10 August at Tipton 
Local Office High Street, Princes End. 

Anyone with any uniform items 
they want to donate or if they want 
to swap a child’s uniform for a larger 
size, can come along from 10am-3pm. 

Items must be of good quality and 
clean. 


A 


DVANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Est 1997 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / Mobile: 07752 921 699 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


A CHOICE OF ANY OF THESE 
5 COMPOSITE DOOR DESIGNS 
SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

£725 

(includes chrome or gold hardware) 




5 WINDOWS FOR £875 

FULLY GLAZED 



2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 


4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 


Patio 

Slider 

£525 


£ French 
| Doors 

1 £475 


1800mm 1200mm 

White PVC, White Handle. Fully Glazed 


KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 


USTt 



o 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


O Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
(0 Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 


Car insurance 
premiums fall 

CAR insurance premiums continued 
to fall in the three months to the end 
of June. 

The latest AA British Insurance 
Premium ‘Shoparound’ index saw 
more than £18 wiped off the average 
quoted premium. 

Over 12 months, premiums have 
dropped by an average of 10.8 per cent 
to £648.10 - £78.83 cheaper - from an 
all-time high of £726.93 at the end of 
the second quarter last year. 

For the Central region, taking in 
the West Midlands, the quarterly 
fall for premiums was 3.4 per cent to 
£659.52. Regionally the largest reduc¬ 
tion was in London. 

Region fares worst 
for abuse of staff 

NEARLY 60 per cent of consumers 
in the West Midlands have witnessed 
some form of abuse towards retail 
staff in the last three years, new re¬ 
search has found. 

Insurer NFU Mutual said the abuse 
included customers belittling or pat¬ 
ronising staff and cursing and shout¬ 
ing. Physical attacks on employees 
were also witnessed. The 59 per cent 
in the West Midlands who have wit¬ 
nessed abuse is the highest percentage 
in the UK. The average is 52 per cent. 

Frank Woods, retail specialist at 
insurer NFU Mutual, said: “No-one 
deserves to be spoken to rudely or feel 
threatened at work.” 

Third show desire 
to run a business 

MORE than a third of people in the 
West Midlands would like to run their 
own business, a survey shows. 

Informi, who provide expert advice 
and guidance for Britain’s Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs), con¬ 
ducted the study to see how entrepre¬ 
neurial different regions around the 
UK are. 

It found 36 per cent in the West 
Midlands would like to run their own 
business, 64 per cent of whom were 
confident it would be a success. 

55 per cent of students 
rue going to university 

MORE than half of Midlands students 
and graduates regret going to univer¬ 
sity and say they do not need a degree 
to do their job, a survey has found. 

Barclays Apprenticeships discov¬ 
ered that in the Midlands, 55 per cent 
of people who left university in the 
last five years regret their decision and 
the same percentage - compared with 
a UK average of 44 - said they did not 
need a degree to do their current job. 


Digital move to help smokers stub it out 


A DIGITAL hub to help smokers kick 
the habit is set to be launched. 

Smokers in Sandwell wanting to 
‘do it alone’ could soon be offered self- 
help online after councillors agreed to 
recommission its Stop Smoking ser¬ 
vice. 

It comes after cabinet members 
gave the go-ahead to proposals to cut 
its stop smoking budget by £360,000 
and search for a new bidder to deliver 


the service. Councillor Elaine Costi- 
gan, Sandwell council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for public health and protection, 
said: “Smoking is the single biggest 
preventable cause of disease and pre¬ 
mature death in the UK, and smoking 
cessation remains a key priority areas 
for Sandwell Council public health. 

“A report to the cabinet highlights 
the reducing prevalence of smoking 
and the impact of electronic cigarettes 


leading to less people accessing tradi¬ 
tional smoking cessation services. 

“The new service will target hard- 
to-reach groups where smoking prev¬ 
alence continues to remain high.” 

The Stop Smoking service will be 
re-commissioned when the current 
contract comes to an end next April, 
councillors agreed on Wednesday. 
Council officers proposed remodelling 
the service after a drop in the number 


of smokers in the borough by 13,000 
over the past five years. 

The percentage of adult smokers 
fell from almost 23 per cent to 19 per 
cent over the five years, but is still 
higher than the national average of 
15.5 per cent. 

It meant councillors wanted to cut 
its existing budget from £810,000 to 
£450,000 to better reflect spending on 
the service. 


Burst pipe wreaks 
havoc on major road 


Report by Tom Oakley 


Workmen getting to the root of the problem in Tividale, following the Birmingham New Road burst 


A MAJOR road has had to re¬ 
main closed until Tuesday af¬ 
ter a burst water pipe caused 
havoc across the region. 

Flood water wrecked homes and 
drivers faced long delays after the 
pipe burst close to the busy Burnt 
Tree Junction. 

Water was up to a foot deep in places 
along the A4123 New Birmingham 
Road in Tividale. 

The burst water main saw water 
gush through five houses in the nearby 
area with living rooms and kitchens af¬ 
fected. 

Oakthorpe Gardens - backing onto 
the New Birmingham Road - was hit 
after the water fell down a bank be¬ 
hind the homes. 

Water was ‘gushing’ through 
Frances Markley’s house in the street, 
which backs onto the Birmingham 
New Road. 

Gushing 

The devastated 86-year-old’s home 
was the worst affected by the burst 
pipe and water was up to four inches 
deep in her kitchen. 

She said: “My carpet is soaking wet. 
It all came from off the main road. 
The water was gushing and took my 
wheelie bin from outside my kitchen 
door. 

“It’s upset me but it could have been 
worse I suppose.” 

Residents living on the A4123 and 
in Oakthorpe Gardens woke just after 
4am to see the pipe had burst and 
emergency services arrived around 
5am. 

The main road was blocked between 
Birmingham New Road and Wolver¬ 
hampton Road - with the northbound 
carriageway reopening from around 
9am. 

Neighbour Mag Connaire, aged 63, 
said her garden and garage were af¬ 


fected by the water - but praised the 
fast action made by workmen to solve 
the issue. “The garden and my ga¬ 
rage was affected,” she said. “There 
was a bit of water in my sister’s hall¬ 
way and her garden too. 

“The fire officers, the council and 


water board have done a great job. 
They were on top of it as soon as it 
was reported. 

“The water came down the bank 
behind the houses, which backs onto 
the main road. 

“It was very deep in the garden. A 


few more inches and it would have 
come into the house. 

“Because we’d been forecast heavy 
rain I just thought it was the weather 
when I first woke up this morning. 
Then we looked outside and saw how 
bad it was.” 




Matthew Monnes at his aunt Frances Markley’s house Part of the massive clear-up effort by workmen 


Jail on hold 
for man who 
assaulted ex 
and daughter 

A MAN has been given a suspended 
sentence after assaulting his ex-part¬ 
ner and daughter, before driving his 
car into their home. 

Randall Collins, of Kelnor Gardens, 
Oldbury, had no explanation as to 
why he went to his ex-partner’s home 
on June 21, of this year, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Magistrates heard. 

But he kicked down the door, before 
assaulting his ex-partner and 21-year- 
old daughter, and then drove his car 
into the property in Oldbury. 

Collins, 56, had previously pleaded 
guilty to two counts of assault by 
beating, two counts of criminal dam¬ 
age under £5,000 and one count of 
criminal damage over £5,000. 

He also pleaded guilty to driving 
without a licence and insurance. Pros¬ 
ecuting, Pat Kelly, said: “In a state¬ 
ment from his daughter, she said he 
punched her in the head. She said she 
didn’t believe he could hit her as she 
was his little girl.” 

David Bright, defending, said: “He 
has expressed deep remorse and he is 
genuine about that.” 

Recorder Benjamin Nicholls, sit¬ 
ting at Wolverhampton Magistrates 
Court on Friday, sentenced him to 
16 months for the criminal damage 
over £5,000, four months for each as¬ 
sault by beating, and two months for 
each criminal damage under £5,000. 
He ordered the sentences to run con¬ 
currently, and suspended it for 18 
months. 

He was ordered to carry out 25 days 
of rehabilitation activity, 100 hours of 
unpaid work and pay £775 compensa¬ 
tion to his ex. He was also made sub¬ 
ject to a restraining order for his ex 
and daughter for 10 years. 

Driver faces court 
date over collision 

A MAN has appeared in court over a 
collision in which a mother and her 
newborn baby were injured. 

Andrew Rose, aged 33, is charged 
with causing serious injury by dan¬ 
gerous driving, and grievous bodily 
harm, and driving without a licence 
or insurance. The charges relate to an 
incident on the A34 Walsall Road, in 
Great Barr, on September 23, 2017. 

A 28-year-old woman was pushing 
her four-day-old baby in a pram across 
the dual carriageway near Beeches 
Road when they were struck. The 
mother suffered a serious head injury 
and multiple fractures. 

Rose, of Trinity Road, Aston, ap¬ 
peared before Birmingham magis¬ 
trates and was remanded in custody 
to appear at the city’s crown court on 
August 22. 



Garage 
Doors 


your local 
company 



ALL 

INSURANCE 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 


HENDERSON CARDALE GARAD0R H0RMAN WESSEX 


INSULATED REMOTE ROLLER 
GARAGE DOORS 


• UP & OVER GARAGE DOORS 

• SIDE HINGED GARAGE DOORS 


ALL INSURANCE WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


• HENDERSON, CARDALE, GARADOR, 
HORMAN, WESSEX 


FRONT GUARD ENTRANCE DOORS 






B&L Shutters and Garage Doors Ltd 

Unit 4 Hainge Business Park, 

Hainge Road, Tividale, B69 2NU / QF 

Telephone: 0121 557 0260 

Email: info@bandlshutters.co.uk www.bandlshutters.co.uk' 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAO 

3 child safe 4 p MX 

verticals m w\3 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 



Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 

Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


HI 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 



CONSERVATORY I _ pencil 

3 MTOX 3 MTO I Doors Patio Doors 

From £4500 I From £999 From £649 
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HP's joy as 
protection 
for venues 
on agenda 

COUNCILS have been urged to adopt 
new planning rules that will protect 
music venues under threat from 
noise complaints. Stars including Sir 
Paul McCartney had warned that 
proposals to force venues to pay for 
soundproofing neighbouring proper¬ 
ties would drive many of them out of 
business. 

It prompted a Black Country MP to 
put forward ‘agent of change’ legisla¬ 
tion, which requires those responsible 
for new housing to pay for any sound¬ 
proofing. Now it has been formally 
incorporated into the Government’s 
new National Planning Policy Frame¬ 
work (NPPF). 

Labour MP for Warley, John 
Spellar, who campaigned with UK 
Music and the Music Venue Trust, 
said: “I am delighted that the Gov¬ 
ernment has listened to concerns 
expressed by MPs and the music in¬ 
dustry about the fate of music venues 
across the country, and has fulfilled its 
commitment to introduce the agent of 
change principle in the new National 
Planning Policy Framework,” he said. 

“This is great news for musicians 
and music lovers whose voice has been 
loud and has now been heard.” 

Local authorities are legally bound 
to comply with the NPPF meaning all 
committees must consider the princi¬ 
ple when making decisions on appli¬ 
cations and in framing their planning 
policy. 

Shake-up of GP 
surgeries in town 

A GREAT Barr doctors’ surgery will 
open from 8am to 6.30pm under a 
shake-up of health services. 

Collingwood Family Practice in 
Collingwood Drive is among those 
that will be run by the Modality Part¬ 
nership after a public consultation by 
NHS Walsall Clinical Commissioning 
Group . The move which comes into 
force on September 1, will affect thou¬ 
sands of patients as eight practices be¬ 
come four. 

Wharf Family Practice, in Pleck 
Road, Walsall, will move to Forester 
Street joining Sai Medical Practice 
and Manor Medical Centre under one 
roof. 

Harden Family Practice and 
Coalpool Family Practice will merge 
and become one surgery. 


Offices homes bid 

MORE than 20 homes could be built 
on the former site of Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil offices in Rowley Regis. Proposals 
would see 22 homes and four apart¬ 
ments built at the former Springfield 
and Brickhouse neighbourhood office. 


New life for factory with £l0m deal 



From left: Bartley Finnegan, Senior 


THE one-time home of the legendary 
Boulton Paul Defiant night fighter is 
being brought back into use by a flat- 
pack furniture company as part of a 
£10 million investment. 

Seconique, from Wednesbury, has 
bought the former aircraft factory on 
Wobaston Road, Pendeford, Wolver¬ 
hampton, after securing backing for 
its investment plans from Allied Irish 
Bank (GB). The 450,000 sq ft building 
has undergone major renovation to 
become a warehouse and offices after 
more than 75 years as an aircraft 
factory. That ended in 2012 when 


the Moog aerospace company moved 
over the road to a new £20m factory 
on the i54 site. It is now the base for 
Seconique, which is one of the UK’s 
largest independent importers and 
wholesalers of flat-pack furniture. 
Formed in 1986 and with an annual 
turnover in the region of £2 7m, Sec¬ 
onique is in the process of moving 
from Woden Road, Wednesbury, to its 
new home. 

The 17.5-acre site was once home to 
the Boulton Paul aircraft plant, which 
produced the famous Defiant night 
fighter in the Second World War. To 


mark this heritage Seconique has re¬ 
named the building as Boulton House. 

The management and 92 staff will 
transfer to the new site towards the 
end of this month. Seconique ex¬ 
pects to recruit more in the next few 
months as its trading expands. 

Managing director Helen Barker 
said: “Seconique has been something 
of a sleeping giant but owning our 
own HQ gives us a great platform to 
move forward.” 

She added: “We’ve also been fasci¬ 
nated to be approached by people who 
used to work for Boulton Paul.” 


Death rates shock across 
Black Country hospitals 


MORE patients from Sandwell hos¬ 
pitals died than were expected to 
last year, according to shock new 
figures. 

And Wolverhampton’s New Cross Hospital 
posted the worst unexpected death rate in the 
country - a staggering 475 more deaths than 
had been estimated. 

NHS officials estimated there should have 
been 1,898 deaths across the Sandwell and 
West Birmingham NHS Trust (SWBNT) or 
within 30 days of discharge in 2017. 

However, 2,137 people died at the trust, 
which runs Sandwell General Hospital and 
City Hospital in Birmingham, 13 per cent more 
than had been estimated. The figure exceeds 
the official ‘expected’ rating for NHS trusts, 
which allows for leeway over estimates. 

But SWBNT bosses have questioned the fig¬ 
ures, saying that they have been ‘reviewed and 
found to be incorrect’. They added, however, 
that they believed that there was more that 
they could do to save lives and were continuing 
to make improvements. 

The statistics were compiled in the latest 
NHS Digital report on hospital mortality rates, 
and show that SWBNT was one of 13 trusts 
categorised as having higher death rates than 
expected. 

They include the Royal Wolverhampton 
NHS Trust, which was the worst in the coun¬ 
try with 475 more deaths than were predicted. 
The trust recorded 2,654 deaths in 2017, 22 per 
cent higher than the estimate of 2,179. 

NHS Digital has warned that the figures, 
which were brought in as a result of the 
Mid-Staffordshire hospital crisis, only act as a 
‘smoke alarm’ to prompt further investigation. 
The other trusts in the region were classed as 
having a mortality rate ‘as expected’, despite re¬ 
cording more deaths than had been estimated. 
Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust, which runs 
Manor Hospital, had 147 more deaths than ex¬ 
pected (10 per cent), and University Hospitals 
of North Midlands, which runs County Hospi¬ 
tal, had 190 more deaths than expected (five 
per cent). The Dudley NHS Foundation Trust, 
which runs Russells Hall Hospital, had four per 
cent more deaths than expected at 2,433. 


Police’s eyes in sky to fight crime 



Councillor Elaine Costigan, Drone Pilot Pc Richard Gillies and Sgt Sean Cross with the drone 


POLICE will have extra eyes 
in the sky soon as drones are 
brought in to fight crime for the 
first time. West Midlands Police 
officers were out and about in 
West Bromwich and Oldbury tri¬ 
alling the new technology. 

When up and running, the min¬ 
iature aircraft, fitted with cam¬ 
eras, will help with policing, in 


particular illegal off-road biking. 
Sgt Shaun Cross, based at Tipton 
police station, put the request in 
for the three drones, the most ex¬ 
pensive of which cost £4,000, ear¬ 
lier this year. The machines were 
purchased through the Proceeds 
of Crime Act (POCA) fund, and 
have only been used in Birming¬ 
ham so far. Officers now plan to 


start using them across the Black 
Country and wider West Midlands 
area. The unmanned aircraft can 
also be used to hunt for criminals 
in large, hard to reach areas like 
parkland, canals and towpaths. 

A total of £28,000 was taken 
from the POCA fund - cash raised 
from assets seized from criminals 
convicted at court. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Blooming crafts 
at special event 

EXPLORE craft stalls, enjoy enter¬ 
tainment and celebrate the winners 
of Wednesbury In Bloom at a special 
event on Saturday. Wednesbury Town 
Hall in Holyhead Road will play host 
to the craft fair from 10am to 3pm and 
everyone is welcome. 

Local choir Second Chance and 
children’s dance group Kickstart will 
be providing entertainment, and the 
Mayor of Sandwell Councillor Joy Edis 
will present prizes to the winners of 
this year’s Wednesbury In Bloom com¬ 
petition at around 12 noon. 

Entry to the event is free. Refresh¬ 
ments will be available. 

Councillor Pam Hughes, Wednes¬ 
bury town chair, said: “This will be a 
wonderful event and we invite people 
to join us.” 

College joy over 
its top 10 rating 

CHIEFS at Sandwell College are cel¬ 
ebrating after being ranked in the 
top 10 of a further education choices 
survey. 

The college was listed as 10th in 
the country for the survey where stu¬ 
dents rank how happy they are and 
if they would recommend the college 
to others. It received a final score of 
91.1 after 723 students completed the 
survey. Principal Graham Pennington 
said: “We are absolutely delighted to 
see that our students feel so positively 
about their experience and are ready 
to recommend us to their peers.” 

Arrest after axe 
is used by man 

A MAN was arrested after an axe was 
used to smash garden furniture at a 
pub before a nearby house was at¬ 
tacked. Police officers, including an 
armed unit, were deployed to the Vil¬ 
lage Green in Marsh Hill, Erdington, 
Birmingham, on the evening of July 
25, just before 10pm following reports 
of a man damaging the pub garden. 

A police spokesman said: “A 
49-year-old man, from Erdington, was 
arrested at the scene on suspicion of 
possessing a bladed article in public; 
he remains in police custody.” 

illegal goods found 
in raid by officers 

POLICE stumbled upon cannabis, a 
BB gun, and a selection of blades in 
Smethwick. 

The West Midlands Police Force 
Support Unit visited a house in the 
town on an arrest attempt on Monday 
night, but instead found the illegal 
goods. 

Sharing the information and a pic¬ 
ture of the items on Twitter, officers 
wrote: “Came away with this little lot 
and a different person in custody.” 




10 year insurance backed guarantee 
Energy efficient 
Trusted service 
Reasons to choose Affordable 
Free quotation 
FENSA registered 


Concept 


BLINDS 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


For your FREE 
quotation, call us now 


434223 


We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton, 
Sedgley, Wombourne, 
Wolverhampton, Oldbury, 
Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West 
Bromwich, Wednesbury 


Affordable 

Windows 




Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com 

www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 


GGFj 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 


Celebrating 
25 years of service 


£799 for V 6” 3” 

Ogee Shape Design 




FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


What a lot 
of fuss over 
university 
billboard 

LAST week, somebody who styled her¬ 
self as “Dr Helen Dexter of Leicester 
University” posted an advertisement for 
Wolverhampton University on social me¬ 
dia, with the comment “This image is so 
offensive I am amazed anyone thought it 
was appropriate. Please withdraw it im¬ 
mediately.” 

I looked at it, and then looked at it 
again. I could not see anything remote¬ 
ly offensive. Admittedly, I couldn’t un¬ 
derstand what it was about either, just a 
young girl, presumably a student, talking 
to a group of children, presumably in Af¬ 
rica. With the slogan “If you want to ex¬ 
plore new worlds, start here.” 

It is a hopeless advert, but then again, 
roadside billboards seldom give confi¬ 
dence in an academic institution. When 
was the last time you saw one for Oxford 
or Cambridge? 

But while it seems a rather silly way to 
promote its courses, I fail to see how any¬ 
body could possibly be offended. Thank¬ 
fully, Dr Helen’s fellow travellers were 
happy to explain. 

Now I’m always sceptical about 
non-medics who preface their name with 
the title “Dr”, particularly on social me¬ 
dia. It seems a bit chippy, a bit like listing 
your O-level grades after your name. But 
when it comes to self-regard, the people 
who took offence seem to be on another 
planet. 

“Prof Dr Lisa Ann Richey” explained 
it was all about “voluntourism” and 
“neo-colonialism”, as well as “visual sig¬ 
nage”. Now when was the last time any¬ 
body who used the word ‘signage’ had a 
valid point to make? 

Then there was Nicole Andrews, a 
33-year-old health and social care lectur¬ 
er at Newman University in Birmingham. 
She said: “There’s strands of colonialism, 
patriotism, racism, gender issues.” So 
patriotism is a bad thing now, as well? 

Also worth an honourable mention is 
Dave Hitchcock, a self-styled “historian” 
who says the “echoes of philanthrocap- 
italism are Not Good”. Philanthrocap- 
italism. Where do they get these words 
from? I think, in plain English, what they 
are trying to say is that a lot of young peo¬ 
ple who go on these “aid projects” are re¬ 
ally after a cheap holiday and a pat on the 
back, which is actually a valid point. 

I have long grown weary of people rais¬ 
ing thousands of pounds in sponsorship 
not to give to charities working in the 
Third World, but simply to pay for their 
very expensive trip. Quite what this has 
to do with colonialism, gender issues or 
capitalism, though, I’m not sure. Still, on 
the positive side, at least it’s funny see¬ 
ing one bunch of snowflakes complaining 
about another bunch of snowflakes. 


Remember the time when ‘Made in Britain’ reigned 



Sondos Alqattan - and the problem of 
employing Filipina maids 




Humid? I am reminded of the throwaway 
line by neighbour Nick (Owen Brenman) 


Peter Benchley’s definition in his novel, 
Jaws - a shark is a swimming appetite 


Glow of pride that 
can cost a fortune 


TODAY I metaphorically link arms with Comrade 
Jez on the long march to the sunlit uplands of 
Brexit. Jeremy Corbyn is a long-standing ene¬ 
my of the EU for exactly the same reason as 
his political enemies Boris Johnson and Jacob 
Rees-Mogg. They do not believe Britain can be 
properly governed, or reach its full potential, 
as a one-28th part shareholder in a superstate 
which is strangled by red tape and ruled by 
people who think Luxembourg is a real coun¬ 
try. This week Mr Corbyn urged the nation to 
seize one of the first advantages of Brexit - the 
weak pound - to kick-start our manufacturing 
industry. Why buy stuff from China when we can 
make it here? 

WELL, it sounds perfect. Unless you are old 
enough to remember the time when almost 
every item you bought was marked “Made in 
Britain”which may have given us a brief glow of 
pride but cost us a fortune. 

IN the drought of 1976, for example, being 
young and foolish, we followed the Govern¬ 
ment’s advice to soak the garden using water 
from the washing machine. What no-one told us 
was that the appliance’s water pump depended 
on a certain level of water pressure. Attaching 
the machine to a garden hose increased the 
pressure, demolished the pump and wrecked 
the “Made in Britain” washing machine. The re¬ 
placement, also made in Britain, cost us £130 or 
to put it another way, two weeks’ wages. Con¬ 
sumers have grown accustomed to consumer 
goods being made in China and sold here for a 
fraction of what, in real terms, they used to cost. 
So own up, citizens. How much are you pre¬ 
pared to pay to subsidise Comrade Jez’s Num¬ 
ber One All-British Washing Machine Factory? 


THE BEST OF 

PFTPRRUnnFS 4* t 



THIS week saw the introduction of a pair of 
beavers to a stream in the Forest of Dean. Or as 
it will shortly be known, the Lake of Dean. 


OUR changing language. Full marks in the 
creative-English stakes to the police officer on 
Radio 4 who described a rise in acid attacks 
from 700 a year to 800 per year as “a de-es¬ 
calation.” What she meant was that the rate of 
increase was slowing down. It’s a bit like infla¬ 
tion which makes prices go up, even when it’s 
falling. 

I PRESS the computer key and TV Licensing 
replies: “Thank you. Your TV licence application 
was successful.” Depends how you define suc¬ 
cessful. I am poorer by £150.50 yet I seem to 
watch less BBC than ever before. This week I 
have been mostly watching Netflix. 

SPELLCHECK. Netflix = Reflux. 

IN the debate over whether the insult “gam¬ 
mon” is racist, a reader insists the term has 
“zero racist comment.” Which is exactly what 
they used to say about golliwogs, the N-word 
and the Black and White Minstrels. Don’t you 
just hate being on the wrong side of history? 

THE BBC’s religious slot Thought for the Day, 
is reserved for approved religions, despite lob¬ 
bying by atheists, humanists, pagans and dru¬ 
ids. One item this week was a common-sense 
discourse on the costs of funerals by a Church 


of England vicar. Unless I dozed off, there was 
not a religious line in it. The piece could have 
been delivered just as well by an agnostic, 
rain-dancer or Jedi knight. The idea that only 
God-botherers have opinions worth listening to 
is a form of discrimination. Unworthy, Auntie. 

BIG questions of our age. “How can you have 
a servant at home who keeps their own pass¬ 
port with them? What’s worse is they have one 
day off every week, “ Kuwaiti social-media star 
Sondos Alqattan on the problem of employing 
Filipina maids. Servants, eh? Who’d have 'em? 

SHARKS are flocking (do sharks flock?) to 
Cornwall. As sea temperatures rise it is not a 
question of whether someone will be devoured 
by a British shark, but when. Yet the official line 
seems to be that sharks are magnificent, intel¬ 
ligent creatures that we should adore and not 
fear. I prefer Peter Benchley’s definition in his 
great novel, Jaws. A shark is a swimming ap¬ 
petite. 

WHILE we’re on it, who decided in all the 
latest nature programmes, that killer whales 
should suddenly be rebranded as Orcas? They 
have not gone all huggy-feely, vegan and fluffy 
overnight and I suspect they not only think of 
themselves as killers but are proud to be intro¬ 
duced as such. Yeah, technically I’m an Orca 
but just call me Killer, right? 

THE more humid it gets, the more I am re¬ 
minded of that silly, throwaway and yet unfor¬ 
gettable line from One Foot in the Grave (BBC) 
when Victor Meldrew’s chatty neighbour Nick 
(Owen Brenman) flips the fence panel aside and 
asks: “Is it moist or is it me?” 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Beautiful 
game? It’s 
ust one 
jig cliche 

The football season is just a couple of 
days away but don’t expect the main ac¬ 
tion to be taking place on the pitch. 

Far from it, in fact. Away from the glare 
of the TV cameras and plodding punditry 
is where the modern game is played out 
these days. 

Typically topical and candidly contro¬ 
versial, Talking Point offers the following 
top 10 highlights of 2018-19: 

1 Many an eyebrow will be raised in 
the first month of the season when at 
least half a dozen clubs will lose patience 
with their coaches. Yes, it’s time to jump 
aboard the Managerial Merry-go-Round. 

2 Social media will be ‘buzzing’ after a 
player/manager/commentator oversteps 
the mark and posts something to cause 
‘outrage’ and ‘disgust’. It happens all the 
time so why do we still get so uptight? 

3 A newborn child will be landed with 
the names of all the players at the club his 
father (and it’s usually down to the dad) 
supports. Time to call in the NSPCC? 

4 Back in social media land, there will 
be regular updates on an ‘ardent’ sup¬ 
porter who has booked a flight from the 
other side of the world, only to be thwart¬ 
ed in getting to their ‘match of a lifetime’ 
by a strike by air traffic controllers. 

5 A ‘warts and all’ autobiography will 
‘lift the lid’ on the excesses and corrup¬ 
tion behind the shiny facade of the beau¬ 
tiful game. Note the timing of publication 
. .. just in time for the Christmas market. 

6 Several clubs will brag about having 
a ‘celebrity supporter’ who has crawled 
out of the woodwork having watched a 
few World Cup games on the telly. 

7 At some stage in the season, a family 
will be pictured wearing the team colours 
of two rival sides who are playing each 
other that week. Headline? “Family loyal¬ 
ties put aside until final whistle”. 

8 A survey, probably by an estate 
agents, will show how house prices are 
affected by the proximity to a football 
ground, omitting the problem of trudg¬ 
ing home having parked half a mile away 
when the streets are clogged up with 
supporters’ cars. 

9 A cliche will spring up that will get 
everyone gnashing their teeth by the end 
of the season. My money’s on “They’re in 
a love train”, as coined by Glenn Hoddle 
when England players stood in a queue 
waiting for a corner to be taken. 

10 ‘Council busybodies’ will ‘stick their 
nose in’ when someone paints the out¬ 
side of their house in their team colours. 

There it is, our national sport in all its 
glory. If you’re a football fan, don’t get too 
irate. If you’re not, I’m afraid you’ll just 
have to grin and bear it. Here we go, here 
we go, here we go! 

STEVE PARLETT 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint. 


From 


Wooden 

Sheds 



Full Tongue & 

Groove Construction 


From 


Summer 

Houses 



Popular Summer House. 
Other styles available. 

Delivered & Fitted 


From 


Concrete 

Garages 


Old Buildings Removed 7"Asbestos Disposal ^Bases Laid ^Free Quotations 7"Made To Measure ^Lined & Insulated Options 7"Competitive Prices ^Huge Range 


Show Site Open 7 Days: 

Tildasley St, West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Website: 

bettebuildings.oo.uk 



Spar Pent Shown. Apex 
design also available. 

Delivered & Fitted 


Telephone: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 














































Outrageous! Bags of rubbish not taken 


WITH all the fly-tipping, it’s outra¬ 
geous that Sandwell Council don’t 
take bags of rubbish that won’t fit in 
the bin. I offered to pay the fee for sev¬ 
eral bags containing pieces of old shed 
roofing felt (even if I took out of the 
bags the small pieces of wood from the 
repair), I was told to take it to the tip. 
I have no car or van. So what am I to 
do? Others like me are in similar cir¬ 
cumstances. 

The council does take to the tip one 
free bulky collection a year, i.e. furni¬ 
ture, fridges, etc, for the elderly. But 
what does the older person do with a 

Calling for 
a day of 
reflection 

WITH 100 days to go un¬ 
til Remembrance Sunday 
which, by a one-off coinci¬ 
dence of timing, will coin¬ 
cide with the centenary of 
the First World War coming 
to an end, commemorative 
events will have even more 
poignancy. 

Yet, while the Govern¬ 
ment wants individual 
communities to mark the 
centenary of the Armistice, 
ministers have been less 
forthcoming on whether 
shops should shut for the 
day, as is customary on 
Easter Day, or whether it 
should be business as usual. 

How should we mark 
the anniversary? There are 
now ex-military chiefs who 
believe that all shops, and 
other amenities, should stay 
firmly closed in a national 
day of reflection. Yet others 
will believe people should be 
free to spend the day as they 
choose. Either way, there 
needs to be some clarity - 
perhaps half-day opening as 
a compromise? 

ALAN DAVIS 

Darlaston 


worn out rug or broom? Keep them 
until next year? Or be told, like I am, 
to ‘take it to the tip’? 

Younger, able bodied people, with or 
without their own transport, it’s fairer 
to tell them to dispose of unwanted 
items at the tip. 

But if people want to pay the council 
the fee - and some don’t - money from 
those who’d pay could help towards the 
council’s cost of picking up the fly-tip- 
ping. I can see some from this street 
here. So, I am stunned by what I see as 
a council injustice in this matter, as for 
information on their (and others, even 


TV ads!) website, why not on the tele¬ 
phone, or in letters anymore, to inform 
people? 

Not everyone can afford a computer, 
internet charges on their phone bill, 
and yes, people can choose to or not, 
have lessons, or not. But all these com¬ 
plicated procedures can be difficult for 
those with learning difficulties. The 
council should inform people of any 
changes via the Chronicle, or the coun¬ 
cil’s own free newspaper it delivers to 
people quarterly. 

JACKIE ADAMS 
Rowley Regis 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Don’t let 
post email Scampton 

disappear 


graeme.andrew@expressandstar. 

co.uk 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: Our policy is 
to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to 
the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www. 
ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the ac¬ 
curacy of a story, write to The 
Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
If we cannot reach a resolution 



contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


Don't use licence fee 
to pay out over Cliff 

NOT one Penny should be paid to Sir Cliff Richard from 
television licence fee payers’ money. The licence payers 
have done no wrong it is purely the responsibility of the 
producers, and directors of those that produced this so- 
called news item. 

Therefore all payments should come from the pockets 
of those responsible. The Minister for Culture and Media 
already tell us we must pay this television tax to the BBC 
for the many repeats, many of which were not really worth 
watching in the first place. We have to pay for programmes 
we don’t want. After this disgraceful performance the BBC 
should be told ‘stand on your own two feet’. The television 
licence should be scrapped with immediate effect. 

EWART J JOHNSON 

Smethwick 


SURELY RAF Scampton is 
by now a listed site, if not 
why not? 

There is so much history 
located at this location, how 
can a government sell off 
such an historical area, the 
home of the dam busters, 
the Red Arrows. 

I understand a petition is 
to be started in an effort to 
stop this ludicrous plan. 

Does this government 
really like upsetting the 
public and cause outrage, 
if they want to save money 
I can think of a lot more 
ways, ask the DUP for the 
billion pounds they had off 
us, stop the smart meter 
scam, MPs to give back the 
pay rises they’ve had in the 
past 10 years where others 
received none, stop trident, 
stop HS2. 

If RAF Scampton is to 
be sold off, what is to stop 
other historical places from 
the same fate? 

Please when it is set up 
please sign the petition. 

PETE LOWE 
Brierley Hill 


KITCHENS 
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I 

BATHROOMS 
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HURRY! 


r 

AUGUST INSTALLATIONS 

r*’ 


STILL AVAILABLE 

IW 
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interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Potters Lane, Wednesbury, Rear Of Mecca Bingo, WslO 7Lh 

0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 



5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 


LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 




OUTLET 


The Carpet Outlet 

161 Great Bridge Street 
West Bromwich 
B70 ODJ 


Tel: 0121 532 4500 

www.thecarpetoutlet.co.uk 

Email: info@thecarpetoutlet.co.uk 



FROM START 
TO FINISH y 


FOR AUGUST INSTALLATIONS 


• Windows 

• Composite Doors 

• Porches 

• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door Repairs 

• Fascias / Guttering 

• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 



WINDOW WAREHOUSE (Sandwell LTD 


Established over 20 years 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

window-warehouse.com windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
WhichP^Trusted 
Trader 
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Order puts ban on begging 
and violence in town centre 


BEGGING, nuisance parking and hurling threats have been 
banned in West Bromwich. 

Councillors have issued a Public Space Protection Order order in a 
bid to curb anti-social behaviour. It will be brought in to tackle growing 
concerns that unruly antics are having a ‘detrimental impact’. 

The three-year order was given the green light by Sandwell Council’s cabinet 
last week. Offenders face a fixed penalty notice if they breach the order, forcing 
- them in front of magistrates and at 


Appeal over 
theft of bench 



The pair caught on camera 

POLICE have released a CCTV image 
of two men they want to speak to over 
the theft of a memorial bench. 

Officers want to speak to the two 
men in connection with the theft from 
outside Chainmakers Fish & Chip 
shop in Colley Gate, Cradley Heath. 

One of the men spotted on CCTV 
was wearing a Northface jacket with 
the hood up. 

The bench, in memory of popular 
community member Robbie Williams 
who died at the age of 46, was re¬ 
moved at around 12.30am on June 15. 

Call police in Dudley on 101; 
quoting crime reference number 
20DY/133469P/18. 


risk of receiving a fine of up to £1,000. 

It comes after a six-week consulta¬ 
tion was launched following a rise in 
reports of anti-social behaviour. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, cabinet 
member for public health and pro¬ 
tection, said: “West Bromwich town 
centre continues to experience high 
levels of alcohol-related, threatening 
and intimidating behaviour. A con¬ 
sultation showed overwhelming sup¬ 
port for actions to be taken to address 
these areas in the town centre and sur¬ 
rounding areas.” 

Persistent 

Alcohol-related violence, threat¬ 
ening and intimidating behaviour, 
begging and nuisance parking were 
identified as persistent problems in 
the town centre. 

More than 200 responded to the 
consultation, which came to an end in 
May, with ‘very strong support’ for the 
new measure. 

Residents are now forbidden to un¬ 
necessarily obstruct a road or footpath 
with their vehicle, threaten others 
with violence, be verbally abusive or 
cause anyone harassment, alarm or 
distress. 

Begging is also prohibited by the 
order, which will cover areas either 
side of High Street. 


Pupils red-y for charity collection 



Kris Griffin with Ormiston Forge Academy pupils Georgia and Olivia and Nicole Carroll from Leukaemia Care 


STUDENTS swapped their uniforms 
for ‘something red’ on the last day 
of term and raised close to £800 for a 
blood cancer charity. 

The day was inspired by the charity 
work Ormiston Forge Academy mem¬ 
ber of staff, Kris Griffin, had been un¬ 


dertaking while trying to raise £10,000 
over 12 months for Leukaemia Care. 

Mr Griffin, a trustee of the charity, 
was diagnosed with chronic myeloid 
leukaemia 10 years ago. In recent 
weeks, he has spoken at assemblies 
and been interviewed by the student 


council. On the last day of term, a 
bucket collection raised, which was 
donated to the #Krisl0 appeal. 

Mr Griffin is now planning a 10-mile 
walk and a special concert at The Cav¬ 
ern Club in Liverpool to help break 
through his fundraising target. 


Restaurant 
boss fined 
over hygiene 

A SANDWELL restaurant owner 
must pay almost £3,500 in fines and 
costs after pleading guilty to three 
food hygiene charges. 

Abdul Shamim, trading as Dil- 
shad, a restaurant in Crankhall Lane, 
Wednesbury, was fined £1,920 at by 
magistrates in Wolverhampton. 

He pleaded guilty to charges 
brought by Sandwell Council for fail¬ 
ing to supply hot water to hand wash 
basins, failing to provide adequate 
facilities for cleaning utensils and 
equipment and failing to protect food 
against contamination. 

Environmental health officers 
found that no hot water was being 
supplied to the hand wash basin and 
sinks in the food premises when they 
visited on 4 July last year. 

Shamim, aged 34, was fined £640 
for each offence, a total fine of £1,920, 
plus a victim surcharge of £170 and 
costs to the council of £1,408.14. He 
must pay £3,498.14 within 14 days 
and a collection order was made. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, the 
council’s cabinet member for public 
health and protection, said: “Sandwell 
Council always takes food hygiene 
matters very seriously. 

“We do work to support food busi¬ 
nesses but in this instance officers 
had no alternative but to take enforce¬ 
ment action because of the imminent 
risk of heath to the public.” 

Christmas production 
rehearsals under way 

CRADLEY Heath Amateur Operatic 
Society has started rehearsing early 
for a stage version of the classic Bing 
Crosby film White Christmas. 

The show is being performed at 
Stourbridge Town Hall, from Novem¬ 
ber 13-17. Tickets are £14, available 
from the town hall box office, by call¬ 
ing 0121 5857380 or from any mem¬ 
ber of the group. 




Windows, poors, Conservatories 
| ^Porches, jFascias^mS^Soffit 


No deposits or stage 
payments, you only pay 
when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and 
window shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 



Supply only Available to the 
trade on all our products 



v^uardian 

Warm Roof 


Replace the existing roof 
on your conservatory 
and create a comfortable 
environment and a room 
you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most 
rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other 
company in the area has more experience and know how than 
Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 
30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON AUGUST INSTALLATIONS 


Order a conservatory or 
full house of windows 
and you will get a full 
valeting service on your 
guttering or 
windows or 
conservatory 
totally 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 















































Safeguarding adults 
board’s new chief 



Councillor Ann Shackleton, right, welcomes Sue Red¬ 
mond to her new role as independent chair of SSAB 


THE key partnership board that leads on safeguarding 
adults in Sandwell has appointed a new chairman. 

Sue Redmond has taken on the role of the independent 
chair of Sandwell Safeguarding Adults Board (SSAB). 

The high-profile position will involve driving forward SS¬ 
AB’s multi-agency partnership work - critical to ensuring 
that the residents of Sandwell are safe. 

With an extensive background in adult social care man¬ 
agement and safeguarding, Sue brings a wealth of knowl¬ 
edge and experience to the role along with a dynamic, 
person-centred approach. 

Made up of members from both the statutory sector 
and partner agencies, SSAB ensures reports of abuse are 
responded to professionally and efficiently, while champi¬ 
oning the empowerment of adults with care and support 
needs. Sue said: “It’s an exciting time for Sandwell Safe¬ 
guarding Adults Board.” 


Jail for man 
who tried 
to trick and 
rape woman 


A SEX attacker who tried to rape a 21-year- 
old woman after tricking her into his car, 
has been sentenced to seven years, three 
months in jail. 

Satbir Singh’s victim had been drinking with 
friends, Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. She 
was looking for something to eat when spotted by 


the 29-year-old as she 
walked down Broad 
Street, Birmingham. 

He attracted her atten¬ 
tion as she passed the car he 
was sitting in and the pair 
were seen on CCTV talk¬ 
ing before she got into the 
vehicle, said Miss Joanne 
Barker, prosecuting. 

Singh - a banned driver 
- from Great Arthur Street, 
Smethwick, travelled to 
Bearwood Road, Bearwood 
after collecting a takeaway 
and made his move after 
stopping on the empty 
upper floor of a car park. 

The woman managed to 
open a door and fled before 
hiding in a nearby garden 
until he left during the early 
hours of December 9. 

The following evening 
Singh was in the same car 
when involved in a road 


Report By John Sc ott 

accident in Wednesbury at 
around 11pm. 

A roadside breath test 
registered 157 micrograms 
of alcohol per 100 millilitres 
of breath - around four and 
a half times the legal limit 
of 35. 

He refused to give a sec¬ 
ond sample. He also gave 
a false address but was ar¬ 
rested again on December 
20 after police had linked 
the car with the one driven 
by the sex attacker. 

Miss Barker said the vic¬ 
tim suffered severe psycho¬ 
logical harm. The defendant 
claimed the victim con¬ 
sented but was found guilty 
of attempted rape following 
a trial and was remanded in 
custody for a pre-sentence 
report. 





YOUR 


ra' 

mmmu 


THIS 




At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs and 
UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a professional, 
friendly and efficient service, with thousands of satisfied 
customers across the West Midlands. 




% Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 

✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 

✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 


call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


T) r T^T7' www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

|j Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

i.H.i Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 



DON'T DESPAIR, 
WE'LL REPAIR 


Under new ownership since 
January, Hill Top Phones prides 
itself on customer satisfaction and 
reliable service. 

Conveniently located on Hill Top 
with free and easy car parking. All 
phone repairs are carried out by 
our technicians that have had many 
years experience of repairing mobile 
phones and pride our business on 


keeping up to date with the latest 
technology and problems that occur. 

Every Part 

We stock every part for most 
phones, i-Pads, lap tops and tablets. 
So whether you have a cracked 
screen or a charging problem we can 
usually repair within the hour leaving 
you to carry on with your normal day. 


As well as repairs, Hill Top Phones 
buy and sell a huge range of new 
and used pay as you go phones. 

Accessories 

Also available is a wide selection 
of accessories including batteries, 
chargers and phone covers and 
cases. So make sure Hill Top Phones 
is your first stop for your mobile 
phone needs. 





Buy * SmU New & (/»ed 
Mobile Phone* 

Broken Display LCD 
Software Ptobl^m 


u 


>H 


99 Hill To* Vito* firurTtw>cti 670 OMU 

Tel: 0121 502 0004 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Make your home warmer, quieter and safer 



Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 


Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding 
patio doors, french double doors and porches. 


Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 


the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality 
products, sensible prices and outstanding 
customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 


aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 



SfiE •Tl'ES 


jTop IQu alit^RateclM 

[Rr^uct^A t^r^tlKn] 

|Yal^l5cKinq ^rerm| 

fSwistiiwinciowl&lDoc 


,f your getting 
3 quotes make 
sure Carera is 
one of tkevnUU 
Call us TODAY 
>l3 8 4 442490 


Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, 
it has had the same owner since it opened 
in 1989. Call them now for your FREE 
no obligation quotations. Our visit takes 
approximately 20-30 minutes 


Proud to have worked with 


Make the right choice for your new windows, 
conservatories, orangeries and porches. 


Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 


the big build 


WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 


01384 442 490 

www.carerawincloinrs.co.iik 


24, Junction Rd, Audnam 
Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 
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Pupils discard junk 
food in health kick 


PRIMARY schoolchildren in West 
Bromwich swapped their unhealthy 
junk food in favour of fruit and 
healthy snacks. 

Hargate Primary School pupils 
are being encouraged to choose 
healthier options at lunchtime and 
handed in their crisps and chocolate 
for snacks like bananas, dried fruit 
and salad. 

Teacher Gabbie Thorp and school 
well-being lead Helen Penn imple¬ 
mented the no junk July after hear¬ 
ing how successful it had been at 
other schools. The drive against junk 
food has also taken place at a num¬ 
ber of schools across Sandwell and 


was discussed at the recent School 
Nurse Ambassadors event between 
Sandwell school pupils, nurses and 
staff. 

The project encourages children 
to act as ambassadors for the health 
of their fellow pupils by promoting 
all kinds of health and well-being 
messages from the importance of 
healthy eating to anti-bullying pro¬ 
jects. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabi¬ 
net member for children’s services, 
said: “I am pleased to see the chil¬ 
dren are very aware about what is 
healthy and are making their own 
choices about what to swap.” 



Pupils, with teacher Gabbie Thorp, Councillor Simon Hackett and Helen Penn 


Roll up for 5k city 
challenge at park 

HEART Research UK and the Subway® brand are 
bringing their ever-popular fun run series back to Bir¬ 
mingham on Sunday August 26. 

The Subway Helping Hearts™ Family 5K fun run will 
take place from noon in Cannon Hill Park. Last year 
more than 1,500 took part. 

Families can also relax in the Family Village, open 
from 10.30am, with free entertainment, including 
face-painting, music, games and inflatables. Advance 
online entry is £8, or £10 on the day. Children under 
12 can participate for free. The entry fee includes a free 
T-shirt, a free lunch from Subway® stores, a finisher’s 
medal and access to the Family Village which will host 
all the entertainment. 

All sponsorship money raised goes towards the Heart 
Research UK and Subway® Healthy Heart grant 
scheme. Apply at www.5ksubway.com 


Race to get 
aquatics 
centre built 
for Games 

A ‘ROBUST’ plan is needed as soon as possi¬ 
ble to ensure a multi-million pound aquatics 
centre is built in time for the 2022 Common¬ 
wealth Games, a new report has revealed. 

The project to build the swimming centre in 
Smethwick has been marked as ‘red’ in a report, 
suggesting concerns on whether it will be delivered 
on time. 

The report said Sandwell 
Council risks ‘significant 
reputational damage’ if the 
£60 million centre cannot 
be delivered on time or on 
budget. 

The aquatics centre will 
host swimming and diving 
at the Birmingham games in 
four years’ time in a major 
coup for Sandwell. 

Once the Games are over, 
it will be used as a leisure 
centre. Funding will be de¬ 
livered by Commonwealth 
Games organisers. 

The report said: “If the 
council does not put in place 
robust project arrangements 
for the successful delivery of 
the aquatic centre to project 
scope, timescales and cost, 
then this will result in sig¬ 
nificant reputational dam¬ 
age to the council.” 

Sandwell Council leader 
Steve Eling said he was ‘not 
concerned at this stage’. 

Bosses are aiming to begin 
work early next year and for 
the centre to be complete 
by 2021. But the fixed date 
of the competition means 
the pressure is on to ensure 
there are no delays. 

Councillor Eling said: 

“It is part of a complicated 
Commonwealth Games pro¬ 
ject. If we were delivering 


By Richard Guttridge 


it on our own it would be a 
much simpler process. The 
risk rating would be smaller 
if we had the whole funding. 

“There are still a number 
of details across the whole 
Commonwealth Games to 
be decided. It’s not some¬ 
thing I’m concerned about 
at this stage.” 

“The assurances I’m get¬ 
ting is things are on track. 
We have got planning con¬ 
sent and we are using a Gov¬ 
ernment framework so we 
already know who the con¬ 
tractor will be.” He added: 
“The Games are in 2022. 
They can’t be put back a 
few months so that creates a 
higher risk than would oth¬ 
erwise be the case. I want 
to ensure all these things 
are in place by the autumn 
so construction on site can 
begin in early 2019. 

“It is a red risk because 
it is a major project and it 
is time sensitive but we are 
on track and dealing with 
the things we have got to 
be dealing with. If we get to 
later in the year and we still 
haven’t got things in place 
then I’m going to have to be 
rattling somebody’s cage.” 


£3m saved as fraud 
unit probes housing 

FRAUD officers have saved £3 million after investigations 
into social housing and right-to-buy frauds. 

The figure was revealed in a report on the work of 
Sandwell Council’s anti-fraud unit over the last 12 months. 

The unit has found scores or properties that were being 
illegally sublet and a number of right-to-buy purchases 
were found to be potentially unlawful. 

Peter Farrow, audit services and risk management man¬ 
ager at the council, told councillors who sit on the Audit 
and Risk Assurance Committee: “A big area for Sandwell 
continues to be social housing. We have cancelled 48 hous¬ 
ing applications and recovered 33 properties that were ille¬ 
gally being sublet and stopped five right-to-buy purchases 
because we thought they could be potential fraudulent.” 



Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 

No deposit. Then spread the cost interest free. 

Summer Sale 


Ends Sunday 




(ousins 


cousinsfurniture.co.uk 

Birmingham I Dudley I Manchester 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0% fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 
payments of £27 (0% APR Representative) Total amount payable £324 Subject to status. Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited 
colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 05.08.18. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or in-store concessions. 
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^Council wins 
awards for 
backing firms 

SANDWELL Council has won two 
awards at the Federation of Small 
Businesses’ Staffordshire and West 
Midlands Local Authority ‘Small 
Business Friendly Awards’ 2018. 

For the third year the awards have 
been held they have recognised the 
council’s commitment to supporting 
small businesses and nurturing them 
to grow. 

This year Sandwell Council won the 
Best in Class for Procurement cate¬ 
gory, thanks to its pioneering work 
in helping local businesses to work 
collaboratively, and innovative work 
in helping SME supply chains to im¬ 
prove their work-winning skills. 

This includes helping small busi¬ 
nesses to form cluster groups at the 
pre-tender stage of projects. 

The council holds procurement 
workshops to improve the group’s 
buying skills, and arrange design 
meetings with architects and site 
visits with contractors so the SMEs 
know exactly what is expected at the 
tendering stage. 

Fraudsters told to 
pay victims £77,000 

TWO plumbers - including one from 
Quinton - who tricked people into 
paying hundreds of pounds for simple 
jobs have been ordered to pay £77,000 
to their victims. 

Peter Hawketts, aged 57, of Vardon 
Way, Kings Norton, Birmingham, 
and Patrick Thawe, aged 47, of Lit¬ 
tle Park, Quinton, targeted elderly 
residents across Staffordshire. In one 
instance £10,200 was charged for a 
replacement boiler and small radiator 
when the true cost was £2,200. 

They were originally jailed in Au¬ 
gust 2016 along with others for fraud 
and now have to pay thousands of 
pounds to their victims. The pair have 
three months to pay back the money 
or they face another year in prison. 


Mother's fundraising thanks 
over hospital care for son, 2 


Just the ticket for youthful summer fun 



EVERY Tuesday throughout the 
summer holidays Sandwell’s Youth 
Bus and climbing wall will making 
visits across Sandwell. 

Young people can take part in 
free activities including playing on 
DJ decks, games consoles and the 
giant climbing wall. Sessions are 
aimed at young people age eight to 
19. 

These extra session kicked off 
with a visit to Tipton where young 
people came in their droves to take 
part in the free activities. The 
Youth Bus will visit the following 
locations between 5pm and 8pm: 

Tuesday August 7 - Lion Farm, 
Oldbury; August 14 - Brunswick 
Park, Wednesbury; August 21 - 
town centre, West Bromwich; Au¬ 
gust 28 - Britannia Park, Rowley 
Regis. 

Councillor Simon Hackett said: 
“The great thing about the Youth 
Bus is that it gives our youth ser¬ 
vices team the chance to take free 
activities to local communities in 
Sandwell. I’m thrilled we are able 
to put on extra sessions for the 
summer holidays and encourage 
young people to come along.” 

The Youth Bus will also be mak¬ 
ing special stops to Brunswick 
Park, Wednesbury every Thurs¬ 
day from 2.30pm to 5.30pm where 
young people can also take part in 
sports and craft activities. For more 
details about Sandwell’s youth ac¬ 
tivities go to www.justyouth.org.uk. 


A MOTHER said thank you to the hospital that cared for her 
son by raising £250. Doctors told Loretta Jones her two- 
year-old son George, from Tipton, that they had discovered 
two arachnoid cysts on his brain in 2016. 

The condition means that if he bangs his head the youngster could 
be rushed into hospital for an urgent operation. George has to go to 


hospital every six or 12 months if h 
he’s doing well. 

She added: “It was very scary when 
we found out he had two cysts. It 
means he can’t do sports. He’s doing 
well now though.” 

To give something back to Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital who helped 
her son, Loretta organised a family 
fun day to raise money for the hospi¬ 
tal. 

Around 100 visitors attended the 
event at Brook Street Community 
Centre, which helped her reach her 
fundraising target of £250. 

Toys 

She said: “I thought doing some¬ 
thing like a charity event would help 
the hospital. When we have visited 
there wasn’t many toys on the ward. 
George got quite bored as there was 
nothing there for him to do. 

“I held this event for the staff on the 
ward and hopefully they can buy some 
news toys with it. 

“The staff were really supportive 
and did a really good job. 

“We managed to raise £250 which 
was my goal so I’m really pleased. It 
was the first event I’ve ever done.” 

She continued: “We had loads of 
stores at the event, there was a bouncy 
castle, hair braiding, tombolas and a 
big raffle at the end of the day. Every¬ 
one who donated got a strip of tickets 
to the raffle and got thecentre man- 


a problem but his mother says 



Loretta and George, centre, with 

Timmy Stott, Ammie Clifft and 
Lilly-Mae Jones, plus a cake 

ager Steve drew the winners at the 
end of the day. 

She added: “We’re hoping to hold 
more events in the future. We had a 
hundred people come along, which we 
were pleased with, but we were hop¬ 
ing more would come along. The chil¬ 
dren enjoyed the day and all the kids 
had lots of fun. Some of them were 
jigging to to the DJ.” 

“We have to go to the hospital every 
six or twelve months if he has any 
problems or three years if he’s okay. 

There was a bouncy castle, face 
paint and a DJ at the event, which 
took place throughout the afternoon. 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


call 
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‘Memory man’ won’t forget award 


Health service shake-up 
with surgeries merging 


DOCTORS’ surgeries in Wal¬ 
sall are set to merge under a 
big shake-up of health ser¬ 
vices. 

The move will affect thousands of 
patients as eight practices become 
four, opening from 8am to 6.30pm 
weekdays with some also offering 
evening and weekend appointments. 

Wharf Family Practice, in Pleck 
Road, will move to Forester Street 
joining Sai Medical Practice and 
Manor Medical Centre under one roof. 
The Wharf Family Practice site in 


Pleck Road will close and patients will 
automatically be transferred to the 
new surgery half a mile away. 

Harden Family Practice and 
Coalpool Family Practice, which al¬ 
ready share a premises in Harden 
Road and Blakenall Family Practice in 
Thames Road will merge and become 
one surgery, based across the two sites 
in Harden Road and Thames Road and 
allowing registered patients the abil¬ 
ity to see a GP at both sites. A new 
name for the merged practices may be 
decided in the future. 

Two other practices affected by the 


contract changes are Keys Family 
Practice in Willenhall and Colling- 
wood Family Practice in Great Barr. 
They will open from 8am to 6.30pm. 

The changes, which will all come 
into force on September 1, follow a 
public consultation held by NHS Wal¬ 
sall Clinical Commissioning Group 
(CCG). 

Professor Simon Brake, chief officer 
of NHS Walsall CCG said: “By merg¬ 
ing several GP surgeries we are creat¬ 
ing more appointments and therefore, 
offering patients more opportunities 
get see a GP.” 


AN observant officer known as the 
‘memory man’ after identifying 
more than 1,000 crime suspects in 
five years been given a top award. 

PCSO Andy Pope has established a 
reputation for his remarkable ability 
to remember faces of people wanted 
by the West Midlands force. 

The 40-year-old, part of the Safer 
Travel Partnership, remembers 
faces from CCTV footage, stills and 
police briefings and has identified 
1,000 people between 2012-2017 
on buses, trams, trains and on the 
street for offences ranging from rob¬ 
bery, burglary, drug dealing and sex¬ 
ual assault. 

In recognition of Mr Pope’s identi¬ 
fication skills he was awarded a Chief 
Constable’s Award. 

Inspector Rachel Crump, from 
the Safer Travel Partnership, said: 
“Andy has a remarkable ability and 
various departments across the force 
have benefitted from his razor-sharp 
memory.” 


Deputy Chief Constable Louisa Rolfe hands the award to PCSO Andy Pope 



“Join for a fiver 
this summer.” 


Offer available on our premium, 
gym & swim memberships 

Offer ends 31st August. Call, join online or 
pop into centre 

West Bromwich Leisure Centre 
0121 580 6430 


I Sandwell 


Built and operated by Places for People Leisure Ltd in ps 


Sandwell Council 


LOCAL COMPANY 
HAVE THE SOLUTION 


Kempton Installation Systems is a 
Cradley Heath based company in the 
West Midlands, with coverage across 
most of the UK. 

We are a local, reliable, family run friendly 
business that pride ourselves on our 
approachable and personal service. Our 
team of experts are trained to supply and fit 
our products to the highest standard and 
provide our customers with a professional, 
courteous and efficient service. 

We specialise in the transformation of 
conservatory roofs, from old plastic and 
Glass roof’s to the modern lightweight tiled 
Guardian Roof System. 

The Guardian Warm Roof is the market 
leading product which is modern sleek and 
lightweight and will completely transform 
your conservatory into a room you are able 
to use all year round. 

Our team of experts at Kempton 
Installations are able to transform your 


conservatory in to a beautiful living area 
within just a few days. 

We are an approved Guardian registered 
supplier and fitter, we are an approved 
Local Authority Building Control Contractor 
(LABC). 

With the Guardian roof system you are 
able to choose from a wide range of roofing 
colours and tile options, in addition to 
this we can also offer a selection of Velux 
windows which enables more light to flood 
in to the conservatory. 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW REASONS 
WHY YOU SHOULD CHOOSE THE 
GUARDIAN WARM ROOF 

• Comfortable ambient temperature 
all-year-round 

• A wide range of roof colours & finishes 
available 

• Sky light/roof window optional 

• Fully qualified and Guardian 
trained installers 

• Reduced heating bills 


• The dramatic change takes less than a 
week 

• Quiet and Comfortable 

• FREE home survey and no 
obligation quote 

• 10 year insurance backed guarantee 

• LABC approved 

• Choose from a beautiful range of natural 
colours 

Kempton Installations uses an innovative 
roofing system featuring the aesthetic 
appeal of natural slate without the risk 
of cracking and breaking. At Kempton 
Installation Systems we are able to provide 
a wide range of roofing colours and tile 
options. 

Our other services include:- 

• Glass replacement for steamed units 

• Gutters, fascia, soffits 

• Window frames supplied and fitted 
For further information please 

call 01384 885325 or visit 
www.kemptoninstallations.co.uk 
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Conservatory too hot in the Summer? 
Conservatory too cold in the Winter? 

Why not replace your conservatory roof to a tiled Guardian roof system. 
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r i Glass units removed and replaced w a Glass units supplied and fitted 
r i Toughened and lead glass available 


Crotel Business Park, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands B64 7DD 

01384 885325 



KEMPTON 

INSTALLATION SYSTEMS 




www.kemptoninstallations.co.uk 
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MASSIVE CLEARANCE SALE 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON FOR 4 DAYS 

THIIRS 2ND AUG 9AM-6PM FRI 3RD AUG 9AM-6PM 



• 3/4 size • Home Assembly 
Other Sizes • Mattress Extra 


4 DAYS ONLY £149 4 DAYS ONLY £149! 



• Huge Storage • 2 Colours 
Double Size • King Available 



• Double Size • 2 Deep Drawers 
• Free Leather Look Headboard • 2 Only 




• King Size • 3000 Pocket Sprung • Double Size • Firm Ortho Mattress • Double Size • Pocket 1000 Mattress 
Memory Foam & Extra Firm Support • 2 Free Drawers • Other Sizes Also • 4 Free Drawers • Superb Comfort 


4 DAYS ONLY £699 4 DAYS ONLY £549 [4DAYS0NLY £289] |4DAYS ONLY £349 







• Sturdy Solid Wood • Double Size • Sleigh Design • Latest Shimmer Fabrics • Single Size • Double Available 
1 Mattress Extra • Single and King Available • 3 Sizes • Mattress Extra • 4 Colours • Mattress Extra • Sturdy Frame 


4DAYS ONLY £169 |4I)AYS0NLY £269 


4 DAYS ONLY £89 



, BEARWOOD B66 4BH TEL: 0121-420-2991 


MASSIVE 
REDUCTIONS ON 
CARPETS 
FREE FITTING 
SERVICE 
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Children in Water Street, Chase Terrace, waiting patiently for rain 


The dried-up River Severn in Bewdley 


Elan Valley was bone dry during the summer of 1976 



Army Green Goddess fire engines were on standby 


Can we take another 
summer like 1976? 


FLARES and chopper bikes, 
Derek Hobson on New Fac¬ 
es, The Wurzels vying with 
Kiki Dee and Elton John in 
the charts and endless sun¬ 
shine - who could forget the 
hot summer of 1976? 

Of course, it’s only the start of 
August, and if there is one thing 
you can predict about the great 
British weather, it is that it will 
always be unpredictable. 

Nevertheless, if the early signs are 
anything to go by, the summer of 2018 
could be set to give that of 1976 a good 
run for its money. By the middle of 
July, 1976, Northern Ireland had seen 
12 days with no recorded rainfall. This 
year, the province clocked up 15 days 
of zero average rainfall just in June. 

It is a similar story in Scotland, 
which had seven rain-free days be¬ 
tween June 1 and July 17, 1976. This 
year the record had already been 
equalled by the end of June. The fig- 


MEMORY LANE 


By Mark Andrews 


ures for England and Wales are harder 
to compare. In 1976, there were 16 
rain-free days recorded between June 
1 and July 17, compared to eight rain- 
free days during June this year. 

And June 2018 was drier than June 
1976. Average rainfall across the UK 
totalled 37.5mm (1.48in) in June 1976, 
but the provisional figure for this year 
is 35.4mm (1.39in), making it the 
ninth driest June on record. 

Army 

June was also sunnier than June 
1976, with an average of 239.9 hours 
of sunshine recorded compared to 
205.5 back in 76. 

On the other hand, this summer’s 
temperatures have yet to reach the 
highs of 42 years ago. In 1976, the 
mercury first peaked at 35.6C (96.IF) 
in Southampton on June 28, and then 
broke the record again on July 3 when 


it reached 35.9C (96.6F) in Chelten¬ 
ham. 

So far this year, the highest tem¬ 
perature recorded anywhere in the 
UK was 33C (91.4F) at Porthmadog, 
but there is plenty of time yet. That 
said, by the middle of July 1976, the 
UK had seen 15 consecutive days when 
temperatures reached 32C (89.6F) or 
higher somewhere in the UK, com¬ 
pared to just two consecutive days this 
year - June 28 and 29. 

However, the thing that marks out 
the summer of 1976 as the benchmark 
was the length of time the heatwave - 
and the associated drought -lasted for. 

From June, right the way through to 
September, there was barely any rain, 
with parts of south-western England 
going 45 days without rainfall. 

The River Severn was reduced to 
little more than a stream, and army 
Green Goddesses were on standby 
to support the fire service which had 
been overwhelmed with the forest fires 
sweeping the tinder-dry countryside 
and water rationing saw standpipes 
installed in some parts of the country. 



Firemen dealing with a forest fire at Haughmond Hill 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 


• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Lee Smith 

on 01902 319659 or email 

lee.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 









l 


•All prices are subject to VAT 
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When Rev Mary helped 
patient fulfil dying wish 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus 
some of our time on the 
quiet heroes of the NHS, 
from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a 
wide variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals 
NHS Trust is one of the 
Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 peo¬ 
ple, many of whom live 
locally. 

Last year, the trust 
provided care from 150 
locations. 

This week we high¬ 
light: 

REV MARY CAUSER 

Chaplain 



IT was one of the most poign¬ 
ant moments that Rev Mary 
Causer has faced during her 
time working within the NHS. 

As chaplain at Sandwell and 
West Birmingham NHS Trust, 
she was asked to marry an end-of- 
life care patient to his long-term 
girlfriend at City Hospital, Bir¬ 
mingham. 

“I had just started working at the 
trust and was asked to marry a beau¬ 
tiful couple,” explained mother-of-one 
Mary, aged 53. 

“The patient was very ill but wanted 
to carry out this one final act with his 
partner. 

“It was a sacred moment that was 
an important part of the process for 
him and his wife because they been 
together for a while.” 

Mary, who has worked for the Trust 
for more than two years, added: “I had 
to organise the legal side of the mar¬ 
riage, and also be the emotional sup¬ 
port - which was all a new experience 
to me. 

Grateful 

“The staff were amazing throughout 
and helped to decorate his room where 
we held the ceremony. 

“The patient sadly passed away soon 
afterwards, but I have kept in touch 
with his wife and she is very grateful 
that she was able to say her vows to 
her husband witnessed by her family 
and friends.” 

Working within the NHS is certainly 
a big change from Mary’s previous job. 

She recalled: “I had come from 
working as a chaplain in a category A 
prison, so there was a big difference in 
the type of ministry I provided. 

“But I really enjoy being here. 

“My hope is that wherever I am 


across the Trust, I can make someone 
smile. 

“I like making people laugh, but it’s 
also about being in the right place at 
the right time for those people who 
need more direct spiritual input. 

“The chaplaincy is incredibly impor¬ 
tant and I see that my congregation 
isn’t a church, but a whole Trust. 

“There is no typical day for me be¬ 
cause we offer a bespoke service for pa¬ 
tients, their families and the staff that 
work here and I offer faith to those 
who are seeking it.” 

Mary decided to become a chaplain 
after studying theology at college. 


She had been invited to sing at a 
prison. She saw how a chaplaincy 
worked and it appealed to her. 

“I didn’t really know what I wanted 
to do whilst I was at college, but sing¬ 
ing at the prison helped me to come to 
a decision,” said grandmother Mary, 
who lives in Langley, Oldbury. 

In her spare time Mary likes watch¬ 
ing murder mysteries and also spruc¬ 
ing up her garden. So who is Mary’s 
hero? 

“It has to be Emily Pankhurst - she 
had no fear and she had a conscience 
that she lived out, making changes not 
just for England but across the world.” 





WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

Please can 

0181 643 5811 




We bave many dogs desperate for new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. 

www.birminghamdogshome:prg.uk 


If y m oannot re ho 
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me-you 

Les Lan 
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A new concept in denture provision 
is now available which passes the 
close up test. 

In a natural arch of teeth we would 
find three or four shade tones from our 
incisors to the premolars. Generally 
the further back in the mouth the 
deeper the shade. 

This is not usually found in dentures, 
which would typically be produced in 
a uniform colour. 


If she’s wearing our new 
True2 Life dentures only 
she will know for sure. 


With True224/e dentures however, 
each tooth can be individually shaped 
and shaded to mimic life-like dentition. 
Even artificial gum colour can be 
matched to the patients natural gum 
shade. It can then be overlaid with 
other tones to create a totally realistic 
aesthetic look almost indistinguishable 
from real tissue. 

You can be sure that your Tme2 Life 
denture will pass the close up test. 


m plantzretained^ dentures, ^ Re pairs , service, . Relines, 4 Softi l ining s 


North Street 2 
Dental and fj 
Implant Clinic'' 

An Independent Practice 


issa 


Offroad Wheelchair 

Parking Friendly 


Level Find us on 
Access FACEBOOK 


Call us today on 

0800 0285185 


Denture Clinic also available at: 
Richmond House, 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 


Denture 

CCIinic 


North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 
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NEW & PART 
^ WORN TYRES 

ALL SIZES IN STOCK 


NEVER BEATEN ON QUALITY 

mml 01214391980 
(Ml 7 NK 5 07845 880 520 


FREE 

FREE 


232 WHITEHALL ROAD, GREAT BRIDGE TIPTON DY4 7EX 


'JMOGlSTOni BZi31 KliVt-LTYKt* u~. r,r,c\r; 



Unit 15, Whitehall Road, Great Bridge, 
Tipton DY4-7JY | 0121 520 6858 
www.premiertowingcentre.co.uk 


★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &★ 
* REPAIR CENTRE * 

Hr ★ ★ Hr 


(SQflfflSCGS HM2D StKHDBB 


RENAULT BPECIAUSTO 


Unit 1 Kingfisher Ind/Est 
Charles Street, West Bromwich B7Q OAT 


Servicing & Repairs to all models 
of Caravans & Motorhomes 

Members approved Workshop Scheme 
Approved Warranty Centre 
Gas & Electric Qualified 
Insurance Works 
Accessory Shop - 

"An Aladdin's Cave for Caravaner's" 


REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES/VANS 


MECHANICAL REPAIRS 
MOT 

CLUTCHES 

GENERAL SERVICING 


GEARBOXES 
BRAKES 
• WELDING 
DIAGNOSTICS 


Competitive Reliable. All work Guaranteed 
163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ 

0121 572 1253 m 


Mechanical Repairs 
Electrical Repairs 
| Pre M.O.T. 

p General Servicing 
Cambelts 
Diagnostics 
All makes and models 

mm ©©^ 

@©@ 71© BREAK™™!"" 
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AT YOUR LEISURE 


The boys are back in town - 
Iron Maiden at Genting Arena 



We've still got passion 


Star-studded 
summer in 
the inner city 

A series of big name concerts 
are being held in Birmingham 
city centre during August and 
September, called the Skyline 
Series. 

Brian Wilson of The Beach Boys, James 
Arthur, Garbage and The The are coming to 
Digbeth Arena for a series of open-air inner 
city concerts, whilst Texas and Imelda May 
have changed venue to play Symphony Hall 
under the Skyline banner. 

First up on August 24 is music legend 
Brian Wilson, peforming the classic Pet 
Sounds album. Support from Turin Brakes. 

On August 25 the bill topper is James 
Arthur, who won The X Factor in 2012. He 
has grown into an accomplished musical 
artist with hits including Impossible, You’re 
Nobody ‘til Somebody Loves You, Say You 
Won’t Let Go and Naked. 

A week later, on September 1, Sharleen 
Spiteri’s Texas team up with rockabilly rebel 
turned torch singer Imelda May. Glasgow’s 
Sharleen and co will be bringing the tour for 
their latest album Jump On Board to Brum, 
after Dublin’s Imelda sings songs from her 
Life Love Flesh Blood album. Support from 
British country duo Ward Thomas. 

Matt Johnson’s 80s hitmakers The The 
team up with Field Music in Digbeth on 
September 7. Fresh from accepting a 
career-crowning NME Icon Award award, 
Shirley Manson brings Garbage to the city 
centre venue on September 8.Support from 
Maximo Park and Honeyblood. 

See www.skyline-series.com 


IRON MAIDEN will return to 
Birmingham to headline the city’s 
Genting Arena on Tuesday. 

Following the massively successful global 
tour of 2016-17 in support of their 16th studio 
album The Book Of Souls, Iron Maiden are 
back on the road again with the Legacy Of The 
Beast World Tour. 

The concept for the tour was inspired by 
Maiden’s mobile game and comic book of 
the same name, and the stage set design will 
feature a number of different but interlocking 
‘worlds’. 

Their set list will cover a large selection of 


1980s material with a handful of surprises from 
later albums. 

Maiden drummer Nicko McBrain says the 
band are enjoying their present tour, having 
started on May 26 in Tallinn, Estonia, in front of 
a 10,500-capacity crowd at Saku Suurhall. 

At that gig, they kicked off with Aces High, 
complete with a replica of the iconic Spitfire 
war plane suspended above the stage, which 
hadn’t been performed since 2014, before 
continuing with Where Eagles Dare, played for 
the first time in 13 years. 

The show also included The Clansman, Sign 
Of The Cross, For The Greater Good Of God, 
The Wicker Man and Flight Of Icarus. 


Nicko says : “We’ve got a lot of production, 
more so than we normally have. When I say 
‘production,’ I mean lots of effects, lots of 
special staging. 

“Of course, you’ve got all of the Eddies. 
There’s a lot of fireworks, a lot of wonderful 
effects. Bruce has staged some wonderful 
theatrics. But, for us, as a band, it gives us an 
opportunity to play some of the older stuff we 
haven’t played in a long time.” 

He admits re-learning some of the high 
speed drumming has been challenging, 
adding: “I have to warm myself up because I 
am an old git. But the thing is with Maiden, we 
all still really, really have a passion to play live.” 


New look, 
old name 
for theatre 

The New Alexandra Theatre in 
Birmingham is undergoing a 
£650,000 revamp and will revert to 
its original name, The Alexandra. 

Work has started on a new fagade with 
digital signs, which will be completed this 
autumn when the popular venue on Suffolk 
Street Queensway is relaunched with a 
brand new logo. 

The refurbishment will also see a 
complete facelift of the theatre’s historic 
Grand Circle, with all seats and carpets 
replaced, improvements to the bar in 
the Old Foyer, a revamp of all dressing 
rooms, window improvements and intricate 
maintenance to the venue’s chandelier. 

The works follow a previous £1.25 million 
spend between 2013 and 2015, when the 
Piano Bar received a complete revamp 
complete with Baby Grand Piano and 
resident pianist. 

Theatre director Lisa Mart said: “Since 
opening its doors in 1901, the Alexandra 
Theatre has become one of the most 
important and much-loved buildings in 
Birmingham. We are incredibly excited to 
have secured the investment to relaunch 
the venue in a way that not only modernises 
our external appearance but also 
celebrates our history by returning to our 
original name The Alexandra.” 

Major shows this year include Saturday 
Night Fever, Motown The Musical, Dirty 
Dancing, Rock of Ages, Fame the Musical, 
David Walliams’ Awful Auntie and the stage 
version of TV favourite Benidorm. 
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Singer Cariss Auburn 


Cariss music videos show 
love for her home city 


“I’ve got to give credit to my 
mum, it was her idea for the 
series.” 

It might not be seen as rock'n’roll 
to thank your mum for supporting 
your fledgling music career - but 
that sums up the humble attitude of 
Cariss Auburn. 

Wolverhampton born-and-bred, 
the 27-year-old talks about her love 
of her home city and her passion for 
promoting Black History Month. 

The ‘series’ she is talking about is 
her Wolverhampton Wanders project. 


It involves Cariss taking her guitar 
and a local film crew to her favourite 
places in the city and performing a 
song that means something to her. 

So far she’s filmed four entries 
which are available on her website 
and YouTube. The first episode saw 
her take to the Light House media 
centre at the Chubb Buildings to 
perform Mary J Blige’s Everything 
and Sweet Female Attitude’s Flowers. 

Next up was her performing 
Water Baby by Tom Misch and Loyle 
Carner at WV Active Central, before 
No Doubt’s Just A Girl at Wightwick 


Manor and Solange’s Don’t Touch My 
Hair at the Grand Theatre. 

“I’ve lived here all my life. I went 
away for uni but came back because 
it’s home,” said the former Highfields 
and Wolverhampton Grammar school 
pupil. “For this series I decided to 
connect with my past and visit places 
I have spent a lot of time at.” 

Cariss will be appearing at the Live 
Vibe Festival at Zara’s Bar Club in 
Birmingham on Sunday and is part of 
the Project Sound Lounge Festival at 
Birmingham Town Hall on August 18. 
Visit www.carissauburnmusic.com 


Anton and Erin back to 
face the music and dance 


Strictly Come Dancing 
veteran Anton Du Beke has 
announced a major tour early 
in the new year with his dance 
partner Erin Boag. 

Their latest production, Dance 
Those Magical Musicals, is scheduled 
for one West Midlands date at 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, on 
Saturday, January 26, with 2.30 and 
7.30pm performances. 

The nation’s favourite ballroom 
couple present a tribute to musical 
theatre with stunning costumes and 
breath-taking choreography set to 
famous tunes from such iconic shows 
as Phantom of the Opera, Mary 
Poppins, 42nd Street, Wicked, Top 
Hat, Hairspray and Jersey Boys. 

Joining Anton and Erin on stage will 


be the London Concert Orchestra, a 
sensational dance ensemble and star 
vocalist, Lance Ellington from TV’s 
Strictly band and son of band leader 
Ray Ellington. 

The show will also feature the 
popular ‘Q and A’ section which 
always leads to some fun interaction 
with the audience. 

Anton said: “Get ready for West 
End live on the dancefloor! Erin and 
I can’t wait to bring our new show to 
a venue near you. Expect fabulous 
dancing, music and song.” 

Fleet-footed Anton is the last 
remaining of the original professional 
dancers in the Strictly line-up and 
is due to return with the show in 
September. He made it all the way to 
the final with Katie Derham in 2015 
but is yet to lift the Glitterball trophy. 



Anton and Erin dance again 


West End star Ruthie You only get an Ooo 
joins the Songsters with Adventure Time 


A West End and Broadway singing star will be joining a 
Black Country choir for a special show next month. 

The Gentlemen Songsters Male Voice Choir from 
Kingswinford will be joined by Ruthie Henshall for 
Songsters on Broadway at Dudley Town Hall on 
September 28 at 7.30pm. 

Ruthi Henshall’s glittering musical theatre began with 
Cats in London and includes major roles in Miss Saigon, 
Les Miserables, Oliver!, She Loves Me (for which she won 
an Olivier Award), and, most recently, Billy Elliot. 

She is also about to become the only British actress 
to have played all three leading female roles in Chicago, 
as she has been cast as Mama Morton in the London 
production, having previously been Olivier Award- 
nominated for her role as Roxie Hart in 1998 and starring 
as Velma Kelly on Broadway in 1999. 

The Dudley concert will also feature performers from 
West Midlands operatic societies. Tickets are £18 and £20 
via 01746 763850, email gsmvchoir@gmail.com or online 
via boroughhalls.co.uk, the venue’s box office. 


Fans of Cartoon Network’s surreal show Adventure Time 
can now explore the bizarre Land of Ooo themselves in 
new video game Adventure Time: Pirates of Enchiridion. 
Pendleton Ward’s animated TV series has got a loyal cult 
following - and not only among children - who delight in 
its mind-bending imagery, colourful graphics, distinctive 
slang and dry wit. 

Bandai Namco’s Pirates of Enchiridion lets gamers set 
sail as they play as Finn, Jake, BMO and Marceline on a 
quest to save the melting Ice Kingdom. 

The game starts in a flooded Land of Ooo, in which the 
kingdoms are cut off from each other by rising waters, so 
Finn (the human) and Jake (the shape-shifting dog) set 
sail to investigate ‘what the junk went down’. 

Game play is simple and guided but what will really draw 
in fans are 3D visuals that perfectly match the look of 
the show and the involvement of the series’ vocal cast. It 
feels like an interactive extended episode of Adventure 
Time. The game is available for Xbox One, PlayStation 4, 
Nintendo Switch and PC. 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - 
both fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Pure description of 
one having no rash 
appearance (8) 

5. It’s an ingredient in 
oriental 
cosmetics (4) 

9. Constitute a 
bench (4) 

10. Shocking derision 
from a militant 
Puritan (8) 

11.1 love to change 
into this material (5) 

12. Made by craftsmen 
approximate in 
weight (7) 

13. Fliers that give 
song near the 
southern 
border? (5-8) 

18. Causes misery 
to ten involved in 
dreadful storm (8) 

19. A route on 
holiday (4) 

20. Devilish attribute of 
the wicked 
pupil? (4-3) 

21. A group performing 
in the stalls (5) 

22. An indication 
of spontaneous 
ignition (4) 

23. It’s a prey to 
unusual 
harshness (8) 


Down 

2. Act as sponsor and 
do some 
upgrading (7) 

3. Delay the sentence 
on a convict (4-3) 

4. Being used at 
bedtime, it could 
provide the 
warmest starts! (5,8) 

6. Feeling a thrill when 
there’s a giant 
reformation by the 
French (7) 

7. Originates a secret 
formula! (7) 

8. Some of the foemen 
Tom blatantly put in 
a grave position (6) 

13. Dogs from the 
streets (7) 

14. Grace may come 
before this, 
sweetheart (7) 

15. Football team partly 
cancel event (6) 

16. Hide the real 
mixture (7) 

17. He has no fancy 
ideas about a 
catalogue (7) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Hallow (8) 

5. Ostentation (4) 
9. Plot (4) 

10. Custom (8) 

11. Exclude (5) 

12. Building (7) 

13. Turmoil (5,2,6) 

18. Friendly (8) 

19. Achievement (4) 

20. Bishopric (7) 

21. Indefinite (5) 

22. Ogle (4) 

23. Agreed (8) 


Down 

2. Illness (7) 

3. Touch (7) 

4. Poor memory (13) 

6. Aperture (7) 

7. Give (7) 

8. Deed (6) 

13. Disgrace (7) 

14. Fatty (7) 

15. Rubber (6) 

16. Chorus (7) 

17. Enactment (7) 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Pamela; 4 Staple; 9 Take a 
back seat; 10 Untuned; 11 Okapi; 12 Weird; 

14 Affix; 18 Roots; 19 Entrant; 21 Determination; 
22 Lifted; 23 Stones. Down: 1 Put out; 2 Make 
the most of; 3 Learn; 5 Take-off; 6 Prevarication; 
7 Entail; 8 Hardy; 13 Reserve; 15 Bridal; 

16 Let in; 17 Stands; 20 Trait. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Candle; 4 Result; 

9 Afforestation; 10 Cortege; 11 After; 

12 Rover; 14 Pearl; 18 Upset; 19 Refusal; 21 
Premeditation; 22 Tested; 23 League. Down: 1 
Chance; 2 Nefariousness; 3 Large; 5 Emanate; 

6 Uninteresting; 7 Tenure; 8 Askew; 13 Extreme; 

15 Output; 16 Grain; 17 Plunge; 20 Frame. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. What is a line of equal temperature on a 
map called? 

2. Of which race was Goliath champion? 

3. Which Italian region includes Naples and 
Capri? 

4. Which decorative work’s name is derived 
from the Arabic for ‘striped cloth’? 

5. Which singer was known as Lady Day? 


Who set a World Cup scoring record with 
five goals against Cameroon? 

On which day of the week is Thanksgiving 
Day held in the USA? 

In which country is the Orange River? 

In which country is the CERN nuclear 
research organisation based? 

Who wrote Little Lord Fauntleroy in 1886? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Turkey; 2 Electron; 3 Ethiopia; 

4 Kansas; 5 Dressage; 6 Humphry Davy; 

7 Kidneys; 8 Musicals; 9 New York; 10 Barbra 
Streisand. 

Niner: GRAPESHOT 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

547189 gives an element, 

163124 gives a second element, 

2462 gives a third element. 
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If an ad 
is wrong, 
the ASA 
is here to 


put it right, 


ASA.org.uk 


V 


Advertising Standards Authority 


Window and Door Repairs 


Halesowen Fireplaces 


AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 | C facebook | 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


• Collyer & McBride 


ciin 


We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 
Funerals From £1295 


2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 


(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 
0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth 
Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 
24 Hour Service 


Perry Barr 
Tel. 0121 356 4489 


WILL AND PROBATE SERVICES 


Will writing is our speciality! 
Have you done yours lately? 


Call us now on 
08454 70 80 81 


A 


adcocks 


Email: info@adcocks.com Wills & Estates| Commercial 
Web: www.adcocks.com Leasehold Reform | Property 


TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 


The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 


**£2500! OUR PRICE!! 

NOW ONLY 


WITH COMPREHENSIVE DETECTION SAFETY 
INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 



• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 
you extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 
garage door, for lower than 

UK high street DIY retailer 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01376 571778 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 
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Angela Carter 


Angela Carter: Of Wolves 
and Women 
(BBC2,9pm) 

Documentary looking at the life 
and career of the novelist, 
whose surreal imagination 
produced some of the most 
dazzling fiction of the 20th 
century. While Carter's early 
work drew on her 
claustrophobic childhood 
and miserable early marriage, it 
was her experience of living in 
Japan in the 1970s that 
liberated both her writing and 
her sexuality. The film includes 
rare archive footage and family 
photos, with contributions from 
Angela's friends, family and 
admirers - including Margaret 
Atwood, Salman Rushdie, 
Jeanette Winterson and Anne 
Enright. Narrated by Sally 
Phillips. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Nadiya’s Family Favourites. 
(R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 1.15 European 
Championships 2018. Hazel Irvine 
presents further live coverage of day 
three of the inaugural staging of the 
multi-sports event in Glasgow, featuring 
the latest track cycling events. 
Commonwealth points race gold 
medallist Elinor Barker is expected to be 
in action at the Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome, 
and looking to claim the European title. 
4.45 European Championships 2018. 
Hazel Irvine presents further live 
coverage of day three of the inaugural 
staging of the multi-sports event in 
Glasgow, as the men’s 100m 
breaststroke swimming final takes place 
at the Tollcross International Swimming 
Centre. Olympic champion and world 
record holder Adam Peaty will be 
attempting to add another medal to his 
growing trophy cabinet, and will start as 
heavy favourite. 

6.40 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 European Championships 

2018. Clare Balding and Gabby 
Logan present continued live 
coverage of day three of the 
inaugural staging of the multi¬ 
sports event from Glasgow, where 
medals are up for grabs in sports 
including track cycling at the Sir 
Chris Hoy Velodrome. Home 
favourite and defending European 
champion Katie Archibald will be 
looking to bring the house down in 
the women’s individual pursuit 
final. 

9.00 Casualty. Alicia plucks up her 
courage to tell the police that she 
has been raped. Eddie 
accompanies the paramedics who 
are called out to treat Jon’s wife 
after she suffers serious burns - 
and is arrested on his return to the 
hospital. Bea leaves to make a 
fresh start in Paris, and Alicia 
receives an unwelcome visit that 
has devastating consequences. 
Last in the series. 

9.50 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

lO.IOFilm: Iron Man3. (2013)The 
armoured avenger faces a terrorist 
whose plans involve a drug that 
makes people indestructible. 
Superhero adventure sequel, with 
Robert Downey Jr and Gwyneth 
Paltrow. 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.15 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.35 Marrying Mum and Dad. (R) 7.05 
Officially Amazing Goes Bunkers. 7.35 
The Dengineers. (R) 8.05 Deadly 
Dinosaurs with Steve Backshall. (R) 8.35 
David Attenborough’s Natural Curiosities. 
(R) 9.00 European Championships 2018. 

I. 15 Kew on a Plate. (R) 2.15 Garden 
Rescue. (R) 3.00 Wanted Down Under. 
(R) 3.45 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.45 
Flog It! (R) 5.20 Great British Railway 
Journeys. (R) 5.50 Inventing the 
Impossible: The Big Life Fix. (R) 

6.50 Proms Extra. Katie Derham 
focuses on the BBC SO tackling 
Shostakovich and two 
unconventional proms featuring 
folk music. She is also joined by 
Kerry Andrew, Golda Schultz and 
Pekka Kuusisto. 

7.30 Dari’s Army. Captain Mainwaring 
initiates a recruitment campaign, 
but makes the mistake of leaving 
Wilson in charge of the poster. 
Comedy, starring Arthur Lowe and 
John Le Mesurier. (R) 

8.00 Blitz: The Bombs That Changed 
Britain. Documentary telling the 
stories of specific bombs dropped 
on Britain during the Blitz, from 
their impact on individual lives 
through to the wider 
consequences for the Second 
World War. The first film follows a 
bomb that fell on Martindale Road 
in the East End of London on the 
first night of the Blitz. There was 
relief that it remained unexploded 
- but tragedy was soon to follow. 
The story is told through first¬ 
hand testimony, diary excerpts 
and meticulous records kept at the 
time. (R) 

9.00 Angela Carter: Of Wolves and 
Women. Profile of the author, 
featuring animated sequences 
inspired by her surreal stories and 
readings from previously 
unpublished letters and diaries. 
Narrated by Sally Phillips. 

10.00Alan Partridge: Why, When, 
Where, How and Whom? 
Documentary celebrating 25 years 
of Steve Coogan’s comic creation, 
featuring contributions from 
writers and co-stars and 
previously unseen rehearsal and 
improv footage. (R) 

II. 00 Live at the Apollo. (R) 

11.45Golf: Women’s British Open 
Highlights. Eilidh Barbour 
presents action. 

12.45 Picnic at Hanging Rock. (R) 1.35 
Film: Jackpot. (2011) 2.55 This Is BBC 
Two. 



ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Make It Pop. (R) 
6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Mission 
Employable. (R) 6.55 The Oddbods 
Show. (R) 7.05 NinjaGo: Possession. (R) 

7.30 The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 7.55 
Drop Dead Weird. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Zoe Ball on Saturday. 9.25 James 
Martin’s Saturday Morning. (R) 11.20 
James Martin’s American Adventure. 

11.50 Eat, Shop, Save. (R) 12.20 Love 
Your Garden. (R) 1.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.30 ITV Racing Live: Glorious 
Goodwood. Coverage of the fifth day of 
the event. 4.00 The Chase. (R) 5.00 
WOS Wrestling. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Japandemonium. A review of the 
best Japanese TV, showcasing 
some of the maddest and funniest 
moments ever broadcast. This 
episode includes displays of nasal 
weightlifting, a hole in the road, 
and a show in which real rockets 
are fired at people. Narrated by 
Melvin Odoom. 

7.00 Big Star’s Little Star. Stephen 
Mulhern hosts the entertainment 
show in which the children of Sally 
Phillips, Sarnia Longchambon and 
Kian Egan spill the beans about 
their famous parents, talking about 
their home lives, making heart¬ 
warming revelations or telling 
downright embarrassing stories. 
The contestants are all hoping to 
win as much money as possible 
for their chosen charities. 

8.00 Film: The Hobbit: The Desolation 
of Smaug. (2013) The party of 
dwarves and their hobbit ally 
continue the quest to reclaim their 
lost kingdom, journeying through 
the forest home of ancestral 
enemy the elves and finally facing 
the dragon that drove them from 
their home. Meanwhile, Gandalf 
the wizard investigates the rise of a 
mysterious dark power. Part two 
of Peter Jackson’s fantasy 
adventure trilogy based on JRR 
Tolkien’s novel, starring Martin 
Freeman, Ian McKellen, Richard 
Armitage and Orlando Bloom. 
11.00 ITV News; Weather. 

11.20 Film: Hard Target. (1993) An out- 
of-work merchant sailor 
investigates sadistic hunters who 
stalk human prey in New Orleans. 
John Woo’s action thriller, starring 
Jean-Claude Van Damme and 
Yancy Butler. 

1.05 Jackpot247. 3.00 Eternal Glory. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.10 Triathlon: Hever Festival of 
Endurance. 6.40 The King of Queens. (R) 
7.05 The King of Queens. (R) 7.30 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.55 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 

9.25 Frasier. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 11.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.55 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 12.55 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.25 
Four in a Bed. (R) 1.55 Four in a Bed. (R) 

2.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 3.00 Four in a 
Bed. (R) 3.30 A Place in the Sun: Winter 
Sun. (R) 4.30 The People’s Vet. 5.30 
Escape to the Chateau: DIY. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 A Year in the New Forest. In 
winter, the trees are bare and 
many creatures are in hibernation, 
while those that are still awake 
must do all they can to survive. 

But as disease threatens to wipe 
out Ann’s fragile young herd of 
cattle and the forest keepers begin 
the annual deer cull, death stalks 
the land. To ward off the cold and 
dark, the locals take part in an 
ancient tradition - a dangerous 
horse race across the forest. 

8.00 My Family and the Galapagos. 
Monty Halls tries to determine 
whether the ecosystems of the 
Galapagos can cope with the 
demands of an increasing number 
of people who live and visit the 
islands. He joins a survey team 
monitoring juvenile sharks, 
performs a terrifying dive at night, 
and takes his wife and daughters 
on a visit to the volcanoes of 
Isabella Island. The family also 
adopts a more self-sufficient 
lifestyle, as they start keeping 
chickens and growing their own 
food, and learning howto make 
small scale fishing sustainable. 
9.00 Film: Sisters. (2015) Premiere. 
Two estranged sisters are reunited 
when their parents decide to sell 
the house they grew up in. They 
return to the family home to clear 
out their childhood bedrooms, but 
with their parents away, seize the 
chance to relive their teenage 
years and throw one last wild 
house party. Comedy, starring 
Amy Poehler. 

11.20 Film: The Twilight Saga: 

Breaking Dawn - Part 1 . (2011) 
Romantic fantasy sequel, with 
Kristen Stewart. 

1.25 The Last Leg. (R) 2.20 The Big 
Narstie Show. (R) 3.15 Hollyoaks. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Naughty 
Toddlers Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 

11.25 Police Interceptors. (R) 12.20 
Police Interceptors. (R) 1.20 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 2.20 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 3.20 
Nightmare Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 

4.20 Bad Tenants, Rogue Landlords. (R) 

5.20 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! (R) 
6.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

Agents visit a former professional 
footballer who owes £4,500 in 
unpaid legal fees, and in London 
the officers chase up a £4,000 
debt owed by a car dealer. (R) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v India. 

Mark Nicholas presents action 
from the fourth day of the First 
Test in the five-match series, 
taking place at Edgbaston. With 
commentary by Michael Vaughan, 
Alison Mitchell, Sourav Ganguly, 
Ebony Rainford Brent and Charles 
Dagnall. 

7.55 5 News Weekend. 

8.00 Blind Date. A familiar face makes 
a comeback, as Devorshka from 
series one returns to pick another 
date, hoping it will be more 
successful than her last one. Her 
potential suitors this time are 
entertainment manager Wes, life 
coach Richard and a surprise blast 
from the past. Also hoping to be 
picked are Kate from Gloucester, 
Welsh nurse Sarah and Bath 
beautician Lucie. Presented by 
Paul O’Grady. 

9.00 Gino’s Win Your Wish List. Gino 
D’Acampo hosts this game show 
in which a family of five 
contestants choose their dream 
prizes, then in pairs answer 
questions to try to bank the items 
on their wish list. In the final 
round, two players try to secure all 
the prizes they have won so far - 
as well as a dream family holiday. 
10.00The Women with the World’s 
Biggest Hips. Documentary about 
four plus-size women who are 
proud of their figures and make 
the most of them, including one 
whose hips are eight feet in 
circumference. (R) 

11.05Too Fat to Work & On Benefits. 

The lives of people who rely on 
benefits, beginning with those who 
are obese, including a man who 
thinks employers are prejudiced 
against fat people. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Body Donors. 
(R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Mountain: Life at the Extreme 8.00 
Wonders of the Monsoon 9.00 Cardinal: 
Blackfly Season 10.25 The Summer of 
Love: How Hippies Changed the World 

11.25 Top of the Pops: 1 986 12.25 Jazz 
Divas Gold 1.25 Mountain: Life at the 
Extreme 2.25 Wonders of the Monsoon 

3.25 Top of the Pops: 1986 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

12.00 Catchphrase 12.40 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 1.45 Film: Yogi Bear 
(2010) 2.45 FYI Daily 2.50 Film: Yogi 
Bear (2010) 3.25 Film: DrSeuss’The 
Lorax (2012) 4.25 FYI Daily 4.30 Film: 

Dr Seuss’ The Lorax (2012) 5.10 Film: 
Star Wars: Episode 11 - Attack of the 
Clones (2002) 6.10 FYI Daily 6.15 Film: 
Star Wars: Episode 11 - Attack of the 
Clones (2002) 7.55 Film: Johnny English 
Reborn (2011) 8.55 FYI Daily 9.00 Film: 
Johnny English Reborn (2011) 10.00 
Keith Lemon: Coming in America 10.50 
Family Guy 12.20 American Dad! 1.15 
Evil Monkeys 2.10 CelebAbility 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.20 Goodnight Mister Tom 2.30 
Inspector Morse 7.00 Midsomer Murders 
9.00 Endeavour 11.00 Vera 1.05 George 
and Mildred 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

12.00 Storage Wars: Texas 1.25 Pawn 
Stars 3.15 Film: Battle of Britain (1969) 
4.15 FYI Daily 4.20 Film: Battle of Britain 

S 5.55 Monster Carp 7.00 World 
of Darts: Auckland 11.00 Film: 
Above the Law (1988) 12.00 FYI Daily 
12.05 Film: Above the Law (1988) 1.05 
Better Late Than Never 2.00 Minder 2.50 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

1.00 The Goldbergs 3.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: X-Men 2 (2003) 10.40 
The Inbetweeners 11.50 Gogglebox 2.00 
Tattoo Fixers on Holiday 3.00 The 
Inbetweeners 3.55 Rude Tube 4.20 
Rude(ish) Tube 4.45 How I Met Your 
Mother 
Film4 


11.00 Arrietty (2010) 1.00 Rio (2011) 
2.50 Capture the Flag (2015) 4.40 Young 
Sherlock Holmes (1985) 6.55 Home 
Alone (1990) 9.00 Transporter 3 (2008) 
Underworld courier Frank Martin 
transports the kidnapped daughter 
of a crooked government minister 
across Europe. Action thriller sequel, 
with Jason Statham and Natalya 
Rudakova. 11.05 The Cabin in the Woods 
(2012) 12.55 Spirited Away (2001) 3.25 
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ADVERTISE 


41% of people decide where to shop as a result of seeing 
advertising in local media - ahead of supermarket promotions 
(25%), direct mail (21%) and TV advertising (19%) 


SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the 
Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


baby.expressandstar.com 

Terms and conditions apply - see website for details 


Go to one of our free photo sessions 
where our photographer will take 
a picture of your youngster to be 
featured in the Express & Star. 

Readers will then be asked to vote for their 
favourite in four age categories ranging from 
O months to 5 years. The winning babies and 
toddler in each category will receive £500. What's 
more, the overall winner with the most votes out 
of all four category winners will win a further 
£250 and take the coveted title Baby & Toddler of 
the Year! 
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BBC2 


CHOICE 



Flying Across Britain with 
Arthur Williams 
(Channel 4,7pm) 

New series. A former royal 
marine explores Britain from 
the air in his own 1943 single- 
seater aeroplane. His journey 
begins in the West Country, 
taking in the rolling hills and 
open plains of Gloucestershire, 
Wiltshire, Dorset and Somerset. 
Along the way he meets fellow 
aviation enthusiasts, including 
an aerobatic champion, a 
Cotswold craftsman who makes 
wooden propellers, and a man 
working on a jet-propelled flying 
suit. He also attends a public 
flying display and attempts a 
landing on a reproduction 
aircraft carrier. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 BBC News. 10.00 
Sunday Morning Live. 11.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 11.25 Songs of Praise. (R) 
12.00 BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Live 
Challenge Cup Rugby League. St Helens 
v Catalans Dragons (Kick-off 12.30pm). 

2.30 Live Challenge Cup Rugby League. 
Warrington Wolves v Leeds Rhinos 
(Kick-off 2.45pm). 5.00 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 5.50 BBC News. 

6.05 Regional Programme. 

6.15 Countryfile. The show comes 
from East Yorkshire, where John 
Craven meets Bridlington 
residents who take traditional 
coble boats out to sea, Margherita 
Taylor uncovers a secret art trail in 
the Wolds and meets poet Ian 
MacMillan, and Steve Brown 
learns about different uses for 
hemp. Plus, Charlotte Smith 
reports on the impact of tourism 
on beauty spots and Adam Henson 
meets a farmer with an active 
online presence. 

7.15 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Trelissick 
House and gardens in Cornwall, 
with unusual finds ranging from 
an ejector seat from a bomber to a 
miniature sewing kit. 

8.15 Film: Florence Foster Jenkins. 
(2016) Premiere. Atone deaf 
socialite imagines she is a great 
singer, and her conniving yet 
devoted husband allows her to 
remain in her fantasy i by holding 
concerts with small, invited 
audiences. However, reality 
threatens to intrude when she 
announces her intention of 
realising a lifelong dream of 
performing in New York’s Carnegie 
Hall, recruiting a struggling young 
pianist to aid her. Fact-based 
comedy, starring Meryl Streep and 
Hugh Grant. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 MOTD: Community Shield 
Highlights. Manchester City v 
Chelsea. Gary Lineker presents 
action from the curtain-raiser to 
the top-flight campaign, as the 
Premier League and FA Cup 
winners clashed at Wembley 
Stadium. 

11.15 Imagine: Jeanette Winterson - 
My Monster and Me. Writer 
Jeanette Winterson talks about her 
childhood in Lancashire. (R) 

12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.35 BBC News. 


6.20 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 
7.05 Gardeners’World. (R) 8.05 
Countryfile. (R) 9.00 European 
Championships 2018. Live coverage of 
day four of the inaugural staging of the 
multi-sports event from Glasgow, 
featuring rowing, track cycling, 
swimming, synchronised swimming and 
gymnastics. 12.15 European 
Championships 2018. Further live 
coverage of day four of the inaugural 
staging of the multi-sports event from 
Glasgow, featuring road cycling, 
synchronised swimming, rowing and 
ym nasties. 5.00 European 
hampionships 2018. Gabby Logan and 
Clare Balding introduce further live 
coverage of day four of the multi-sports 
event from Glasgow, as track cycling and 
swimming dominate the schedule this 
evening. 

9.00 Travels in Trumpland with Ed 
Balls. Ed investigates America’s 
gun culture, travelling to 
Louisiana, the state with the 
highest statistics for gun murders. 
He goes on patrol with a sheriff’s 
deputy, who discusses the 
challenges of policing a heavily 
armed population, and spends the 
night in jail with some Trump 
supporting criminals. He moves 
on to Parkland in Florida, where he 
meets survivors of a recent school 
shooting who are campaigning for 
stricter gun ownership laws. 

10.00 Film: Nightcrawler. (2014) A 
cynical petty crook is inspired 
when he sees a freelance camera 
crew, and decides to go into 
business filming crime scenes and 
accidents, then selling the footage 
to news broadcasters. His 
determination to stay ahead of the 
competition leads him down a 
dark path as his methods become 
increasingly ruthless. Crime 
drama, starring Jake Gyllenhaal, 
Rene Russo and Bill Paxton. 

11.50 Golf: Women’s British Open 
Highlights. Eilidh Barbour 
presents action from the fourth 
and final day of the event, which 
this year is staged at Royal Lytham 
& St Annes Golf Club in 
Lancashire. 

12.50 Sign Zone: Countryfile. The team 
visits Exmoor, where Matt Baker attends 
a residential course teaching children 
outdoor skills and Margherita Taylor 
goes in search of the UK’s most 
endangered butterfly. (R) 1.45 Holby 
City. Fletch is shocked by a face from his 
past and Hanssen attempts to express 
his feelings. (R) 2.45 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Make It Pop. (R) 
6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 6.50 Mission 
Employable. (R) 6.55 The Oddbods 
Show. (R) 7.05 NinjaGo: Possession. (R) 

7.30 The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 7.55 
Drop Dead Weird. 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Zoe Ball on Sunday. 9.25 
Japandemonium. (R) 9.50 Cannonball 
Splash Hits. (R) 10.55 Ninja Warrior UK. 
(R) 12.00 WOS Wrestling. (R) 1.00 ITV 
News; Weather. 1.15 Big Star’s Little 
Star. (R) 2.15 Catchphrase. (R) 3.00 
Tenable. (R) 4.00 Tipping Point: Lucky 
Stars. (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs. Paul helps to train an over¬ 
excited beagle, and also meets a 
toy poodle and a pug that came in 
as a pair but might be better off 
finding new homes separately. (R) 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 Midsomer Murders. The murder 
of Midsomer resident and biscuit 
factory boss Eric Calder leads 
Barnabyand Nelson to 
Copenhagen. The pair join forces 
with local female detectives 
Birgitte Poulsen and Anna Degn in 
the hunt for the killer, and during 
the course of their investigation 
they discover the businessman 
had numerous links to the capital. 
Anglo-Danish collaboration 
originally shown to mark 
Midsomer’s 100th episode, guest 
starring Ann Eleonora Jorgensen 
(The Killing), Birgitte Hjort 
Sorensen (Borgen), Sanjeev 
Bhaskar and Joanna Scanlan, 
alongside Neil Dudgeon. (R) 

9.00 Unforgotten. As it becomes clear 
the suspects are lying, Jake goes 
in search of Tim Finch’s ex-wife to 
hear her version of events - and 
uncovers disturbing information 
about Chris Lowe’s past. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Carry On Forever. A look at the 
golden age of the comedy 
franchise in the mid to late 1960s, 
with Amanda Barrie revealing what 
life was like on the set of Carry On 
Cleo. (R) 

11.20 Tonight at the London Palladium. 

Bradley Walsh welcomes the cast 
of 42nd Street to the famous 
stage, headed by Sheena Easton. 
Plus, music from Rick Astley, 
Imelda May and US vocalist Lea 
Michele. (R) 

12.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Motor Sport: Volkswagen Racing 
Cup. 6.40 MotorSport: Mini Challenge. 
7.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Simpsons. 

(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Film: 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days. (2012) 
Family comedy sequel, starring Zachary 
Gordon. 3.25 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 4.25 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. (R) 5.30 Homes by the Med. 
(R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Flying Across Britain with Arthur 
Williams. New series. A former 
royal marine explores Britain from 
the air in his own single-seater 
aeroplane. His journey begins in 
the West Country, where he meets 
an aerobatic champion. 

8.00 Hidden Britain by Drone. New 
series. Tony Robinson presents a 
second series of the programme 
that uses drones to shoot aerial 
footage of areas of Britain that are 
off limits to the public. In the first 
episode, he dispatches flying 
cameras to explore an abandoned 
theme park, an immense stately 
home and underground wine 
vaults belonging to billionaires. 

The programme also examines the 
secrets that Argos conceals from 
the eyes of its customers and 
contains footage of a flower farm 
in full bloom, which is closed to 
the public for 50 weeks of the year. 
9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. Offred is 
sent to a familiar place, while 
Emily is assigned to a mysterious 
new house. Guest starring Bradley 
Whitford (The West Wing). 

10.108 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy 
panel show’s version of the words- 
and numbers-quiz, inviting Sean 
Lock and Rob Beckett to take on 
Jon Richardson and Claudia 
Winkleman. (R) 

11.10 The Shopping Centre: Artist in 
Residence. Artist Rachel Maclean 
spends a month living in 
Birmingham’s Bullring Shopping 
Centre, and makes a film 
exploring happiness with the help 
of a large pink rabbit. Last in the 
series. 

12.15 Film: Devil’s Knot. (2013) 2.15 
Film: Chevalier. (2015) 4.00 Gillette 
World Sport. 4.30 Selling Houses with 
Amanda Lamb. (R) 5.25 Star Boot Sale. 
(R) 5.50 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Poppy Cat. (R) 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Kittens. (R) 6.40 Seaside Antics. 
(R) 6.45 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 

6.50 Simon. (R) 7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 

7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.15 Thomas & 
Friends: Extraordinary Engines. (R) 7.30 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.50 Rusty Rivets. (R) 
8.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.20 Pirata & 
Capitano. 8.35 Noddy: Toyland Detective. 
(R) 8.50 Floogals. (R) 9.05 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. 10.40 
Police Interceptors. (R) 11.25 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.20 Film: Nanny 
McPhee and the Big Bang. (2010) 1.20 
Access. 1.25 Film: Nanny McPhee and 
the Big Bang. (2010) Concluded. 2.25 
Film: 13 Going on 30. (2004)3.25 
Access. 3.30 Film: 13 Going on 30. 
(2004) Concluded. 4.30 Film: Cars. 
(2006) 5.30 Access. 5.35 Film: Cars. 
(2006) Concluded. 

6.10 Chuckle Time with the Chuckle 
Brothers. The comedy duo 
introduce this new clip-show, 
featuring the funniest fails, flops 
and falls uploaded to the internet. 
6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v India. 
Action from the fifth day of the 
First Test in the five-match series, 
taking place at Edgbaston. 

8.00 Film: Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl. 
(2003) A rogue captain and a 
blacksmith set sail to rescue a 
governor’s daughter from feared 
supernatural pirates. 
Swashbuckling fantasy adventure, 
starring Johnny Depp and Orlando 
Bloom. 

9.00 5 News Update. 

9.05 Film: Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl. 

(2003) Concluded. 

10.50 Film: Green Lantern. (2011) A 
pilot joins a galactic peacekeeping 
force with incredible powers and 
defends Earth from an alien attack. 
Sci-fi adventure, starring Ryan 
Reynolds and Blake Lively. 

11.50 Access. Showbiz news and 
gossip. 

11.55Film: Green Lantern. (2011) 
Concluded. 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Autopsy: The 
Last Hours of Joan Rivers. (R) 4.00 Get 
YourTatts Out: Kavos Ink. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 BBC Proms 2018 9.00 Archaeology: 
A Secret History 10.00 Entertaining the 
Troops 11.00 Arena: Whatever Happened 
to Spitting Image? 12.00 Africa’s 
Magnificent Beasts 1.00 Timeshift: The 
Ladybird Books Story - The Bugs That 
Got Britain Reading 2.00 Arena: 

American Epic 3.00 Archaeology: A 
Secret History 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

I. 35 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.05 
Film: Step Up Revolution (2012) 3.05 
FYI Daily 3.10 Film: Step Up Revolution 
(2012) 4.10 Film: The Smurfs (2011) 

5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film: The Smurfs 
(2011) 6.15 Film: Star Wars: Episode III 
- Revenge of the Sith (2005) 7.15 FYI 
Daily 7.20 Film: Star Wars: Episode III - 
Revenge of the Sith (2005) 9.00 Love 
Island: The Reunion 10.35 Family Guy 

II. 30 American Dad! 12.30 Film: Keith 
Lemon: The Film (2012) 1.35 FYI Daily 

I. 40 Film: Keith Lemon: The Film (2012) 

2.10 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.50 Rosemary & Thyme 3.55 Victoria 
5.55 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 8.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 10.00 The Halcyon 
12.05 Wire in the Blood 1.50 Blue 
Murder 3.35 Road to Avonlea 5.15 Judge 
Judy 5.35 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

II. 50 River Monsters 12.55 Monster 
Carp 2.00 Film: Battle of Britain (1969) 
3.05 FYI Daily 3.10 Film: Battle of Britain 
(1969) 4.40 Film: Escape to Victory 
(1981) 5.40 FYI Daily 5.45 Film: Escape 
to Victory (1981) 7.00 World Series of 
Darts: Auckland. 11.00 Film: Payback 
(1999) 12.00 FYI Daily 12.05 Film: 
Payback (1999) 1.05 The Motorbike 
Show 2.05 The Protectors 2.30 World 
Cup Rivalries: Brazil v Italy 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.30 Film: Dr Dolittle (1998) 1.10 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 1.30 Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine 2.30 Young Sheldon 3.30 The 
Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Escape Plan 
(2013) 11.15 Gogglebox 12.20 The Big 
Bang Theory 1.10 Tattoo Fixers 2.15 
Rude Tube 3.10 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Thunderbirds Are Go! (1966) 1.00 
Garfield: A Tale of Two Kitties (2006) 2.35 
Kiki’s Delivery Service (1989) 4.45 
Megamind (2010) 6.40 We Bought a Zoo 
(2011) 9.00 Victor Frankenstein (2015) 

11.10 Out of the Furnace (2013) 1.25 
The Rise (2012) 3.40 Close 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Traditional home 
an ideal first or 
investment buy 

An ideal first time or investment buy, 28 Sandford 
Avenue, Rowley Regis, has open plan living 
accommodation to the ground floor, and lies in a 
popular and convenient location. 

A traditional semi-detached, it is for sale through 
Tom Giles at £129,950 with no chain. 

It is situated in a popular and convenient residential 
location within walking distance of local shopping 
facilities at Bell End and Birmingham Road. 

Blackheath Town Centre is also easily accessible, 
together with Britannia Park providing recreational 
facilities. Public transport services are available close 
by providing links into Dudley, Oldbury, Halesowen 
and other surrounding areas. 

The home has double glazing and gas central 
heating. 

It has an entrance hall, lounge, kitchen, two 
bedrooms and a bathroom. 

In more detail the entrance hall has laminate 
flooring. The lounge has has Halogen down lighters, 
a laminate floor covering and double glazed patio 
doors to the rear garden. The lobby has laminate 
flooring and a double glazed door to the rear garden. 

The kitchen has base units and wall cupboards with 
contrasting melamine working surfaces, appliance 
space for a fridge freezer, worktop, three base units, 
inset “Stoves Newhome” oven, a four plate electric 
hob and extractor hood. 

There are also Halogen down-lighters, a ceramic 
tiled floor, tiled surround to the working surfaces and 
two double glazed windows to the front. 

A staircase leads from the entrance hall to a first 
floor landing with a double glazed window to rear and 
a loft hatch. Bedroom one lies to the front. Bedroom 2 
lies to the rear. 

Outside is a chipping stone driveway to the front 
with a side border containing an abundance of 
flowering shrubs. 

A side gate forming a trademan’s entrance to the 
rear of the property. To the rear of the property is a 
paved patio, two chipping stone areas, a footpath 
with lawn either side, a mature laurel tree at rear with 
a further garden area behind. 



KEY FEATURES 

Ideal first home 
2 bedrooms 
Open plan living 
Semi-detached 
Popular area 
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PROPERTY 


Semi-detached 
property close 
to amenities 

TIPTON 

£135,000 <« 


This extremely well- 
presented semi-detached 
property in Cherry Road, 
Tipton, is situated in a 
popular residential area, a 
short distance away from 
local schools, amenities and 
travel links. 

It is for sale through Skitts 
Estate Agents priced at 
£135,000. 

This family home has been 
completed to a very high 
standard and benefits from 
having full gas central heating 
and uPVC double glazed 
windows installed throughout 
the property. 

The accommodation 
briefly comprises a lounge, 
kitchen, downstairs WC, three 
bedrooms and a bathroom. 

Outside there is a driveway 
and a rear garden. 

A lot of interest is expected in 
this well-presented home. 

Contact Skitts Estate Agents 
on 0121 520 2255. 




Three-bedroom home 
is in popular location 


OLDBURY 

£139,950 


Tom Giles Estate Agents are pleased to present 
this three-bedroomed mid-terraced property at 65 
Princess Road, Oldbury, on sale for £139,950. 

The residence is in a popular and convenient 
location, close to all local amenities. 

Of brick construction, the property has the benefit 
of double glazing and gas central heating. Standing 
set back from the roadside, the property features side 
steps to side shared tunnel entry and a PVCu double 
glazed door to the porch. 

The lounge features a wall-mounted gas fire and a 
double glazed bay window. The dining kitchen features 
a wooden fireplace surround on tiled hearth, tiled inset 
and fitted gas fire. 

Contact Tom Giles Estate Agents on 0121 552 6171. 





AUCTIONS 

-BIGWOOD- 

SELL YOUR 
PROPERTY 
UNDER THE 
HAMMER 

with Birmingham’s 
Number 1 Auctioneer 

www.sdlauctions.co.uk 



Next auction on 

Thursday 6th September 
at Aston Villa FC 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


*based on 2017 figures from Essential Information Group for 
number of lots sold for auctioneers based in Birmingham 
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Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 


C N A n T 8 II B D IURVIYORS 


Tuesday 18th September 2018 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 
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by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 
Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 


Auctioneers 


rs L- 

of Residential and 


Commercial Property, 

TTll • *. ._ 

^ • t - TV 4 ! 


Land and Development 

• T _/• •. ^* v ' 


Opportunities 
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Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email :auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


PROPERTY 



Spacious five-bedroom family house well presented 


This spacious five-bedroomed 
family home in Bum Close, 
Smethwick, is well presented 
throughout. 

It is for sale through Connells 
Estate Agents at £369,995. It has 
two garages, a large rear garden 
and a private driveway, downstairs 
WC, dining room, a lounge, second 
reception room, kitchen and a front 
garden. The entrance hall has a 
downstairs WC off. The second 
reception room has windows to the 
front. 


SMETHWICK 

£ 369,995 


The dining room has sliding doors 
from the lounge and a patio door. 
The kitchen has a gas oven and 
a gas hob with a cooker-hood, a 
dish-washer, fridge freezer, under¬ 
stairs storage and a door to the two 
garages. Of the five bedrooms, one 
has an en-suite. 

The family bathroom has a wash 


hand basin, low level WC, a bath with 
chrome mixer taps and a shower 
over and is fully tiled. 

Outside is a private driveway with 
evergreens and shrubs either side of 
it, a lawned area with small planted 
evergreens. The rear garden has a 
large patio area with a lawn area, 
stairs down to a waterfall area and 
another green area, with additional 
stairs down to shrubbed area with 
range of evergreens, fencing and a 
wall around the sides. 

Call Connells on 0121 212 0800. 



TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 




OLDBURY 
PRINCESS ROAD 


£139,950 


Mid terraced house in need of general updating with 
NO UPWARD CHAIN. Double glazing and gas central 
heating tOff road parking and established rear garden. 
EPC Rating D 



ROWLEY REGIS 
SANDFORD AVENUE 


£129,950 


Traditional semi-detached house situated in a popular 
and convenient residential location with NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. Double glazing and central heating. Parking to 
front and rear garden. EPC Rating D. 




WEST BROMWICH 
WOOD LANE 


£ 120,000 


A mid-terraced house in need of complete modernisation 
and improvement offering excellent investment potential. 
Central heating, double glazing, off-road parking to front 
and rear garden. EPC Rating C 




B 


OLDBURY 

ST. MATTHEWS ROAD 


£76,500 


Ground floor flat offering good sized accommodation, 
situated in a popular and convenient location and 
WARRANTING FULL INTERNAL INSPECTION. Double 
glazing and gas central heating. Secure garden to front 
and communal gardens at rear. EPC Rating C. 



OLDBURY 
TOWER ROAD 


£344,950 


A spacious extended detached residence offering good 
sized family accommodation situated in a popular and 
convenient location. Ensuite shower to master bedroom, 
family bathroom and seperate toilet. Garage, off-road 
parking and established rear garden. EPC Rating C. 




OLDBURY 
SUNNYBANK ROAD 


£285,000 


VIEWING ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL!! Extended, 
modernised, well maintained and presented semi¬ 
detached house located in a quiet yet convenient 
location. Within walking distance of Hagley Road West 
and other local amenities. EPC Rating E 






ROWLEY REGIS 

QUEENS DRIVE tzuy.ysu 

We are pleased to offer this detached family residence, 
conservatory, central heating, double glazing, garage, 
parking and private established garden to rear. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E. 



B 


| TIPT0N £144 950 

1 TIVIDALE ROAD ti44,yt)U 

B 

0LDBURY £139 950 ° LDBURY £525 000 

BRISTNALL HALL ROAD tioa.aou LANGLEY HIGH STREET °’ uuu 


FOREST ROAD E575 


Deceptively spacious semi-detached house located 
in Tividale Village in need of general updating and 
decoration. Double glazing, secondary double glazing 
(where specified), central heating, front and rear gardens, 
garage and parking. EPC Rating C 

B 

a 

Well appointed and presented modern terraced property Commerical premises in prominent High Street Location, part 

situated in a convenient and popular location offering vacant, part investment. Three shops fronting Langley High 

excellent accommodation. Central heating, double Street two being vacant with storage to rear. Additional front 

glazing, enclosed rear garden and allocated parking to to Arden Grove with outline planning consent for Residential 

rear. EPC Rating C Accommodation. EPC Rating - Various 

a 

Semi-detached property in corner position with gas 
central heating, double glazing, off-road parking, front 
and rear gardens. Deposit £800. EPC Rating C. 

a 


SMETHWICK 

LOUIS COURT, SMETHWICK 


£550 pcm 


Fully refurbished ground floor flat with double glazing, 
electric central heating, communal gardens and parking. 
Deposit £800 EPC Rating C. 


Contact us 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 








































PMetro alarms and° 

SECURITY 


CCTV SYSTEMS 

accessed via phones and tablets 


NEW PROFESSIONAL WIRELESS SYSTEM 

No Mess! Simple to use Remote Controlled 
• Burgler Alarm Repairs 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 Years Experience • Video Entry Systems 

• Alarms Serviced Rrom £30 

□ Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(Any Time) 

www.metro-alarms.co.ul 
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HUNTER BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Biroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Sols‘Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 01215567203 


Carpentry 






SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIR LIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. \~i I Choose at Home Service 


Help move heavy furniture, up lift 
plus take away old carpets 
plus Shave Doors 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your home 



L M S 

GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitter 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey aind 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 11870# 



Q=D[^[f 

Check out our video and 5 star reviews on T 


'tTTiNG OJV 
R RANGES 


0121 588 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 

0121 530 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 

01902 880541 

Upper Gornal 

Sedgley, W’ton 



Decorating 


Driveways 


Cc our 'one 

Interior & exterior pai nting «—» 
and decorating * 

• Special rates for OAPs ^ * 

• 25 years experience (K 

• Fully insured 9 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 



6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UPVC and composite doors 
also available 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM H °7 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 10 .“-' spm 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 10am - 2pm 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality U 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 ^ 
07939 503905 ■ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 

Registered Company EPP31221 




Lawley & Son 

DRIVEWAYS AND 
j GARDEN SERVICES 


’ Trees carefully pruned 
’ Specialist in maintenance free gardens 
’ Trimming 
’ Felling 

* Turfing 

* Pollarding 
’ Patios/Slabbing 
’ Block-paving specialists'’ 

» Drives 
’ Patios 

» Paths Building work undertaken 

* Tarmacing - Red or Black 



Professional quality work at 


competitive prices 
All work undertaken 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 
www.lawleyandsondriveways.co.uk 


C T DRIVEWAYS 


FOR ALL YOUR SURFACING & TARMAC WORK 


• Paving and Driveways • Forecourts 

• Block Bricks and Tarmac Repairs • Car Parks 

• New Drives • Trading Estates 

Poud membe, of Checkatrade .COm Where reputation matters 

For all enquiries please call 

Tel: 0800 5353786 Mobile: 07587 954073 

email: ctdriveways@mail.com website: www.ct-driveways.co.uk 


MB 


PAVING 

Your local DRIVEWAY & BLOCK PAVING SPECIALISTS 

Unbeatable on QUALITY & PRICE 
We are a Sandwell registered company! 

Working throughout the Black Country & 
surrounding areas for over 25 years 
A name you can trust NO deposits! 

All work GUARANTEED! 

Call today for a FREE no obligation quote or 
Find us on Facebook 

0121 520 1352-07977327715 

“ THE BEST AROUND” DON’T SETTLE FOR LESS. 


VISION 


07875 530 47 ^ 

01384 622 433 


lee@visiongaragedoors.com 


Gardening 


I ROWAN 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, pq 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ == 
All staff C.R.B. Certified feJBEl 



JAMESON 

Garden 

Maintenance 


Mowing / Weeding 1 Hedge Cutting 
Pressure Washing Fence/ Decking Painting 
Overgrown garden clearance Rubbish removal 

T: 0121 293 2684 M: 07908 012267 

www.jamesonlandscaping.co.uk 



CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Sandwell Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG 
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Handyman 


Roofing 


Roofing 


Skip Hire 



LocallTfustedlHari fiv^^ 

. T Jr ^ ' J ^ ^ ^ 

Services we provide 


Building repairs. 

Painting and H* Pressure 
decorating repairs. Washing. 
Plastering repairs. Garden 

Plumbing repairs. Maintenance. 

Carpentry repairs. 

293 2684 or 07908 012267 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


ft 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


Plumbing & Heating 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




l 221874 J 


Wednesbury 
Heating and 
Plumbing 


INSTALL AND SERVICE OF 

• Fires 
•Cookers 
•Boilers 

•Landlord Checks 

All Plumbing and Gas 
work undertaken 


Call 07932 790 111 


Property Maintenance 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 




★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 





DJI; 

Roofing 


Experts in all 
aspects of roofing 

Slating, Tiling, Felt Roofing, 
Single Ply Roofing, 
Chimney Repairs, Lead Work, 
Fascia Boards & Guttering 

Fully Insured, NVQ Trained 

01299 250785 
07810 284112 
07584 991127 


AW I 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 645 
0121 557 5958 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 




A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

(fb Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


eliteI rPastTc^ 

•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


RUSSELL SKIPS 



(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 





Roofing Solutions 
• New Roofs • Gutters Cleaned 
• Pointing Work • Roofing Repairs 
• PVC Soffits & Fascias 


Local family business 
Work guaranteed and insured 
Mobile: 07824 678878 
Freephone: 0800 303 2203 



A.J.B. Waste Management 


Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 

FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 

Small jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste r mW 

to our fully licensed transfer station w 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH 


Tel 0121520 7731 ~ 





All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Rubbish Removal 


Upholstery 


ROB 1 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 


Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 01931344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 



Call us on: 

01902 319573 


Post to: Advertisement Department, Sandwell Chronicle, 
Black Country House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG 







































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Q Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Lost & Found 


MISSING 

WHITE COCKATIEL 

Called Vincent, from Hateley 
Heath, West Bromwich area 
since Monday, July 23. 

Any information or sightings 

Please call 07914 721081. 



STILL MISSING 

White cat, black patches, 
black nose. Missing since 
April 26, 2018, near St Anne’s 
Road in Willenhall. May 
make his way back home to 
Walsall. Reward offered for 
safe return. 

Please call 07496 390269 



1 


Family 



COMMODORE 64 2 keyboards, 
2 transformers, 4 disc players, 2 
joysticks, 45 games, Mostly 1980’s. 
£80 ono. 07941 646207. 



MOBILITY EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

Stairlifts, Scooters, Wheelchairs 
and Batteries: Call 0121 522 3311. 


I-N 


2 

Leisure 

Time 


PASHLEY PRINCESS ladies cycle, 
Sovereign 595 model, little use, cost 
£745 bargain at £350 ono. 01543 
670739. 



Caravan Holiday 
home for sale 


2010 swift Moselle £24,495 

2 beds, bright open plan, well looked after, 
family shower room plus separate en-suite 
Castle view 5* Caravan Holiday Home Park 
- Ultimate Coastal retreat 
Minutes from glorious sandy beaches & 
world famous golf Course and 
Historic H arlech Castle. 

Call Sue or Richard 01766 780328 
www.castleviewpark.co.uk 



BERGHAUS AIR 4 XL tent and foot¬ 
print and carpet, used once. £500 
no offers. Was £689 new. 07946 
869986. 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 


Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



READERS ARE REMINDED 


to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday, August 4. 

at 12 noon. 

St. Peter’s Church Hall, 
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich. 

Admission 20p. 


mind, body 
& soul 


Massage 


_ Cds Stii s. O') _ 

MobiledeepTtissue 
aromatherapy massage 
treatment by 
qualified therapist 

By appointment 07437 569187 



ELVIS PRESLEY First radio broad¬ 
cast on CD £60. 

07828 664983. 



Markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 16th May 

07957 399964 ti 


3 

Home & 
Services 



MIDI SLEEPER Single bunk bed with 
mattress, two drawers, pull out table, 
white. Good condition. £100. 01543 
325515/07922 088152. 

TWO, TWOSeater sofas, brown 
leather recliners, £70 each, good 
quality. Small lamp table, glass top. 
£10. 01922 411472. 


Furniture 


£1,250,000 STOCK LIQUIDATION 

FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE OF ONE OF THE UK’S LARGEST 
COMPANIES OF LEADING BRAND HOME FURNISHERS. 

WE HAVE SECURED MASSIVE STOCKS OF SOFAS, SUITES, 
RECLINERS, CORNER SUITES, DINING FURNITURE AND BEDS. 
ALL MUST BE SOLD AT A FRACTION OF THE ONLINE PRICE. 
THIS IS A TRULY ONE-OFF UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
TO ACQUIRE A FANTASTIC BARGAIN. 


NEWARK CORNER CHAISE SOFA IN LIGHT & DARK 

WAS £699 SAVE £300 TO CLEAR £399 

EVERYDAY 2 SEATER S0FA/S0FABED WITH HEAVY 
DUTY METAL ACTION & INTERIOR MATTRESS 

WAS £799 

T0CLEAR 0 £369 

ZEDORE VINCI ALL LEATHER iA 

SWIVEL RECLINER CHAIR MMW 1 

CHOICE OF COLOURS 1 

•a/ save 
£820 

» TO CLEAR 

£299 

ELECTRIC MOBILITY CHAIR 

IN BLACK OR 

CREAM LEATHER 

SAVE £350 

TO CLEAR £348 

NEW YORK TABLE & 2 CHAIRS HARDWOOD IN 

BEECH M M | 1 1 

& CREAM 1 «» 

■ .» H 

WAS £199 r*T 

SAVE £100-• 

TO CLEAR 

£99 ■■nfll 

LUXURY ORTHO DOUBLE DIVAN 
& QUALITY FIRM MATTRESS 

1 WAS £399 

SAVE £200 

TO CLEAR 

£199 

Other sizes & 

drawers oetion also available * 


Open Everyday 10am-5.30pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 

BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, 

TIPTON DY4 8XF. OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

12E3 0121 SS7 6885 -A 

_ INTEREST FREE CREDIT fT/C’S APPLY) _ 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD?Donate 

it to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone Cannock 
01543 466885, Stafford 01785 
247630, House clearance service 
01785 760715. 




ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Ad vertisements( Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


ELECTRIC ARMCHAIR 

Lifts you up and down, 
excellent condition £100. 
Electric single bed, nearly new 
£100. 

Under counter freezer £40. 

07399 664451. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 


01543 453222 
07956 627367 



READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



" \ 

Aerials 

v___ 


A AERIAL & SKY 
SPECIALIST 


Digital Aerials Fitted 
Sky & CCTV Cameras 


Free Quotes. 7 days 
^()7850330251 _ 

rmwjjivi k sspi 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


TRUST 

CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


Classifiediids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Building Supplies 

v___ 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


Carpentry & Joinery 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £395. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


Driveways & Patios 


TW LANDSCAPES 

Driveway Restoration 
Specialists 

Cleaning & Sealing, Patios, 
Driveways, Decorative Gravel Drives 
All aspects of Landscaping, 
Fencing, Patios, Walls 
New Block Paving & Tarmac Drives 
WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 
Free no obligation quotation 
call: 01785 878574 
or 07845 483443 


mi 


DRIVEWAYS 


The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Driveways, Pathways, 
Landscaping & more. 

We will beat any like for like 
written-quote \ 

(pmatoSbCutarS) 


Gardening Services 


H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No job too 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922 898 710 / 07973177 976 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


Fencing 


TRUST 

CLASSIFIEDS! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 


Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


■PORTWfly 

VFENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £79 S 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm ^ 1 ITi J 

Sat 8am - 12noon fvi/rvrnA 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 

\ 

Gas Fitting 

v _ 

READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

Handyman Services 

v _ 

HANDY MAN - All trades, washing 
machines, outside taps, showers, 
plumbing, heating, gutter cleaning. 
Free quotes call: 07850 559315. 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST plumb¬ 
ing, carpentry, locks, OAP discount 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864 

■\ 

House Clearances 

v 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 


\ 

Kitchen Fitters 

v_ 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


Oven Cleaning 


OVEN CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Ovens, double ovens, grills, hobs, 
ranges and agas. All cleaned to a 
professional standard. 

S&J Oven wizardz 
01785 612517 


Plans Prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


Plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 


Plumbing & Heating 

v_ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All qas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

N 

Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

13 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 13 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

\ 

Rubbish Removal 

V___ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No skips 
needed. Load/remove any waste 
house clearance. 07969 628382 



t.v. / home 
entertainment 


~ \ 

Service 

V_ 

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts and 
TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


r 

- ^ 
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Pets & 
Animals 




ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 


Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland hJews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



Business & 
L Farming 


Commercial 
v Premises 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



Property 


V.'sdHUEtf 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

Vncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(rnSjESUSOQU 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902317878 

ClassifiedAds 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, August 2, 2018 










































































































































































































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, August 2, 2018 


°ClassifiedAds 


Properties Wanted 


Yes/oatib 

HOME BUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fas+ 5ale? Yes/ Any Loc.a+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, GUARANTEED, instant o££er today! 


Call 0121 663 1797 


or text "Cash" to 66777 
yesh0mebuyer5.com 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



Jbv ABK 

S ECU RITY 
SERVICES 

We provide Training in: 

1 First Aid / Health & Safety • Safe Moving S Handling • Security (SIA1 

Call 01299 879 015 


HGV CLASS 2 DRIVER general 
haulage. UK work, nights out. Good 
rates. Tel 07973 493720. 


WORK WANTED 
FOR 7.5 TONNE DRIVER 

Full or part time, very 
experienced, CPC etc. 

Any driving considered. 
Clean licence. Transit to 7.5T. 
Any work at all. 

01922- 


2 516528. 


RECEPTIONIST / SECRETARY 

required. Please send CV to the 
Practice Manager Drs PV & VS 
Gudi, 68 Hill Top West Bromwich 
B70 OPU or contact 0121 556 0455 
for further details. 



1 * 1*1 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Cars Over £1500 


LOW MILEAGE 


RENAULT SCENIC 

2009, 1.5 diesel, new cam belt, 
low mileage. 

Very clean Family car. 

Bargain £2,450 
07742 707464 



FORD B-MAX 

Limited Edition, 16 plate, 
10,000 miles, silver, metallic, 
black roof, black alloys, petrol, 
blue tooth, radio / CD, air con, 
black tinted windows, sliding 
back doors. 
Immaculate condition. 
Genuine reason for sale 
£7,500. 

07788 684373. 



MERCEDES E320 CDI 
AVANTGARDE 

2003, 98k miles, Met Grey, abs, 
EW, EM, air con, long service 
history, auto, CL, CC, power 
steering, diesel, sunroof, alloys, 
CD player, leather interior. 
£2,990. 

01384 401209 / 07739 837137 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL ASTRA CLUB 
1.3 CDTi 

58 Reg., long MoT, 6 speed, 
good condition. 

£1,950. 

07864 842076 



VAUXHALL CORSA 

1.2 Limited Editon 
2014 

One owner from new. 
FSH, excellent condition. 

£5,500. 

07786 337408. 



VW EOS SPORT TDI 

2006. With private number 
plate. 

Finished in black. 

Two former keepers. 

FSH. Long MoT. 
Excellent condition. 

£ 2 , 995 . 

0796 3464780 . 



MUST BE SEEN 


TOYOTA RAV 4 

3 door. 

1997. 

90,000 miles only. 
MoT to end January 2019. 
Many new parts. 

£925. 

07711 151713. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL MARIVA 
DESIGN 1.6XP 


57 reg. Bright silver. 

MoT March. Factory body kit. 
Alloys, twin sunroofs. CD. 
Front fogs. 

Runs and drives as it should. 


£1,275 ono. 
07415 013857. 


BARGAIN 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 
EXCLUSIVE 


2008, 5dr hatchback, 1.8, 
petrol, all refinements, PAS, 
EW, aircon etc, 1 year MoT, 
silver, nice condition. 

£1,075 ono 
0121 328 1405/ 

07980 820505. 


■ 



TRANSIT CUSTOM 290, 6 
SPEED, 

White. One Owner. Registered 
2016. 

Service History. 30k. 

£10,695(+) Vat. 

01691 655123 (T). 


Scrap Vehicles 


♦1 

mainline • 

Salvage & Recovery^^ 

SCRAP CARS WANTED 
FREE COLLECTION 
TOP PRICES PAID 


Fully Licensed • C.0.D Issued 
No Fines • No Comebacks 


1000’s of vehicle parts in stock 
01902871111 • 07772240819 
07895346811 

www.mainlinesalvage.co.uk 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 5570800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
p cars/metal for cash. 



WOLVES NUMBER 
PLATE FOR SALE 
W8LFS 

The only one. 

For more information please 
contact: 

07986 653388 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Wood Green Road, Wednesbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Wood Green Road, Wednesbury between Rooth Street and Brunswick Park Road. Traffic 
will be diverted via Myvod Road, Park Lane (B4200), Axletree Way, Wood Green Road, 
Bescot Road, Wallows Lane, Broadway West (A4148), West Bromwich Road (A4031), 
Walsall Road (A40131), Hollyhedge Road/Lyndhurst Road/Heath Lane (one-way system), 
All Saints Way (A4031), The Expressway (A41), Old Meeting Street, Black Lake (A4196), 
Hill Top, Holloway Bank, Bridge Street, Holyhead Road, Dudley Street, High Bullen, Walsall 
Street and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to 
be completed by 13/08/2018, effective from 11/08/18. Purpose - remedial works by 
South Staffs Water. 


Local 

Infoimation 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Barnfield Road, Tipton) (Temporary 
Road Closure) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding via Barnfield Road, Tipton (Brook Street - Bloomfield Road). The 
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed 
by 17/08/18 effective from 13/08/18. A diversion route will be signed for 
traffic via Brook Street, Bloomfield Road and vice-versa. Purpose - works to 
install new water service pipe by South Staffs Water. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration & Growth 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 


DC/18/61922 Metis 

Developments 

Limited 


Metis 

Developments 
Limited & Warwick 
Homes Ltd 


Site Of Former Proposed erection of 22 No. 
Springfield And new dwellings and 4 No. 
Brickhouse 2-bed apartments with new 

Neighbourhood Office access road into site. 

Dudley Road 
Rowley Regis 


This is a major application. 

DC/18/61923 Metis Site Of Former Stone Proposed erection of 14 No. 

Developments Cross Neighbourhood new dwellings. 

Limited Office Clifton Lane 

Metis West Bromwich 

Developments 

Limited & Alpha 

(Stonecross) 

Limited 


This is a major application. 

DC/18/61925 Metis Site Of 118-152 Proposed erection of 16 No. 

Developments LTD Whitehall Road Tipton new dwellings and 4 No. new 
Metis apartments. 

Developments Ltd 
and Warwick 
Homes Ltd 


This is a major application. 

DC/18/62037 Mr Amrit Singh Global House Popes Change of use of ground and 
Lane Oldbury first floor offices (class B1) to 

place of Worship (class D1) 
with external alterations. 


This is a major application. 

DC/18/62026 Kier Construction, Yew Tree Primary Proposed demolition and 

on behalf of the School Birchfield Way replacement of 1 No. school 
Secretary of State Walsall WS5 4DX building, extension to existing 
retained building, external 
canopies, 2.4m high 
weldmesh fencing with 
gates, relocation of existing 
courts and playgrounds, 
revised parking layout, and 
landscape works. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5.00p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

AMY HARHOFF, Director of Regeneration & Growth 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Sycamore Road, Smethwick) (Temporary 
Road Closure) Order 2018 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles 
from proceeding along Sycamore Road, Smethwick between Grange Road and 
Wilson Road. Traffic will be diverted via Dorset Road, Willow Avenue, Sandon Road, 
Bearwood Road, Waterloo Road, Grange Road vice-versa. The maximum duration 
is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 14/08/2018, effective 
from 06/08/18. Purpose - works to install new sewer connection by Interserve for 
Severn Trent Water. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Springfield Lane, Rowley Regis) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily 
prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via Springfield Lane, Rowley Regis 
(Windmill End - Bridge Field Walk). Traffic will be diverted via Vale Road, 
Darby End Road, St Peter’s Road, Buttery Road, New Rowley Road, Dudley 
Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work 
is expected to be completed by 17/08/18 effective from 06/08/18. 

Purpose - the installation of drainage apparatus at Bullfield Bridge over 
the Dudley Canal by Stave-Con. 
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Personals 





AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 


★ ★★ 

BRITISH BORN INDIAN MAN 

Seeking white or Indian female 
for holidays, pubs, nights in/out. 
Genuine replies only please. 
All replies will be answered. 

Box Number P21285 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton. 

WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 

NICE LOOKING GENUINE 
LADY 

Young 50’s, likes DIY, cooking, 
live bands, coasts and camp 
fires, historical towns, cosy 
nights in, animal lover, well 
brought up, have all the 
possessions in life I’ve worked 
for, seeks similar genuine, 
single, kind male for friendship 
and possible long LTR. 

Box Number P21287 , 

Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES 

SINGLE GENTLEMAN 
5FT 5INS 

WLTM genuine lady 50 - 75 
years for Friendship, possible 
Relationship. 

Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Box Number P20912 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



THE ONLY READ FOR 
REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Express & Star 


Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 

























































































MOTORING 


Big-selling crossover now has 
range-topping diesel hybrid 



By Sharon Walters 

Kia has revealed full pricing and specification 
details for its updated Sportage. 

The family crossover is the South Korean 
manufacturer’s best-selling model in the UK and 
features key upgrades, including an updated 
infotainment system and a selection of new active 
driver aids to boost safety. 

The big-ticket item, however, is the addition 
of a hybrid powertrain. Denoted by the moniker 
‘EcoDynamics+’ it’s an extension of the existing 
2.0-litre CRDi diesel. Rather than converting it into a 
full-series hybrid, however, Kia’s strapped on a 48- 
volt mild-hybrid booster system instead. It says the 
new powertrain produces a range-topping 182bhp, 
but hasn’t revealed fuel economy or C02 emissions 
figures yet. 

With the addition of the 48V mild-hybrid system, 

Kia and sister brand Hyundai will be the first 
manufacturers to offer a vehicle line-up including 
combustion, mild hybrid, series hybrid, plug-in hybrid 
and fully electric powertrains. 

There are four other engines on offer - two petrol 
and two diesel. 

The entry-level is a naturally aspirated 1.6-litre 
petrol, which produces 130bhp and can return 
39.8m pg. 



Standard specification includes Apple CarPlay 

For those after more performance, there’s a 
turbocharged 1.6-litre - the T-GDi - which produces 
174bhp and returns a maximum of 37.2mpg. 

Most buyers are likely to opt for one of two CRDi 
diesels offering either 114bhp or 134bhp and 
returning 57.6mpg and 55.4mpg respectively. 
Six-speed manual and seven-speed automatic 
gearboxes are available across most of the spectrum, 
with range-topping 48V hybrid models offered with 
an eight-speed auto. 

Trim levels are slightly more complex than Kia’s 
usual numerical system. The range kicks off with 
the T trim, which offers 16-inch alloy wheels, LED 
daytime running lights, all-round electric windows, 
air con plus Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 
connectivity. Prices start from £20,305. 

Step up to ‘2’ specification and you gain satellite 
navigation, 17-inch alloy wheels, rear privacy glass, 
reversing sensors and dual-zone climate control. This 
grade is priced from £22,405. 

The range then skips ‘3’ and moves on to ‘Edition 
25’, celebrating 25 years of the Sportage. It’s 
paired exclusively with the base petrol engine and 
costs from £25,655, including leather inserts to the 
upholstery, keyless entry, a premium JBL sound 
system, eight-inch infotainment display and metallic 
paint. 

The ‘4’ grade is priced from £27,260. It misses out 
on the base engine but offers a panoramic sunroof, 
electrically adjustable front seats, gloss-black dash 
inserts and LED head- and tail-lights. 

Moving the Sportage in a different direction are GT- 
Line and GT-Line S trims, which add dynamic exterior 
and interior styling. 

Nineteen-inch alloy wheels feature alongside LED 
rear lights, black leather upholstery and a sports 
steering wheel. ‘S’ models add adaptive cruise 
control, ventilated front seats and a smart power 
tailgate, among others. They’re priced from £25,510 
and £31,645 respectively. 

The hybrid powertrain is only available in top-spec 
‘4’ and GT-Line S trims, with a starting price of 
£32,545. 


Oak Garage 

^ .co.uk 

Your Local RAC Approved Dealer 



W r 




Only200Yards 

Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 


Low Mileage 

14 Peugeot 208 1.6 VTi Allure 3dr Auto White Only 5000 Miles 

15 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4T 16V Excl Auto Silver Only 5000 Miles 

15 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Red Only 6000 Miles 

16 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 BlueHDi VTR+EAT6 Red 6000 Miles 
15 Renault Clio 0.9 TCE 90 Dynam Media Energy Red 8000 Miles 
15 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 8V Selection Purple Only 9000 Miles 
13 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Allure EGC Grey Only 9000 Miles 
65 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S Nav Auto Red 9000 Miles 

63 Ford B-max 1.6 Zetec Powershift White Only 12000 Miles _ 


£8,495 

£8,495 

£9,995 

£13,995 

£8,795 

£8,495 

£9,695 

£9,495 

£7,795 


■ T * 1099 


Now Only 

£9795 


Free 


3 Year Service Plan 

With This Car 

and Drive Away Today 

Call Steve Now 07747633329 


Citroen 

63 Citroen Cl Hatchback l.Oi VTR+ White 36k £5,295 

60 Citroen C3 Diesel 1.6 HDi 16V Exclusive Grey 81k £3,995 

59 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V VTR+ Red 79k £3,495 

65 Citroen C4 Picasso Special Ed 1.6 BlueHDi Selection Red 15k £11,495 

15 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 VTR+Silver 33k £10,995 

15 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 VTR+ White 20k £11,495 

15 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 e-HDi 115 VTR+Black 19k £10,995 

Ford 

15 Ford B-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Titanium X Red 51k £8,295 

15 Ford B-max Hatchback 1.4 Zetec Blue 14k £8,995 

15 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.0 EcoBoost Titanium Red 56k £6,995 

13 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.6 Titanium Powershift Red 15k £8,295 

Nissan 

62 Nissan Juke 1.6 Acenta [Premium Pack] Grey 27k £8,495 

15 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Tekna 5dr Auto Red 24k £8,995 

63 Nissan Note Special Editions 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Silver 22k £7,995 

12 Nissan Note Special Editions 1.6 N-Tec-i-Auto White 30k £6,795 

14 Nissan qashqai Diesel 1.5 dCi Tekna White 31k _ £12,995 


Now Only 

£8995 Free 

3 Year Service Plan 

With This Note 

and Drive Away Today 

Call Steve Now 07747633329 


Peugeot 
59 Peugeot 
62 Peugeot 
11 Peugeot 
15 Peugeot 
09 Peugeot 
Vauxhall 
15 Vauxhall 
15 Vauxhall 
13 Vauxhall 
66 Vauxhall 
15 Vauxhall 
15 Vauxhall 



Free 

. 3 Year Service Plan 

With This Car 

and Drive Away Today 

| Call Steve Now 07747633329 


207 Hatchback 1.4 S 5dr [AC] Silver 41k £3,495 

3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active II EGC Beige 44k £6,995 

3008 Diesel 1.6 HDi 112 Sport Grey 44k £5,795 

3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi Active Red 17k £9,995 

308 Diesel Hatchback 1.6 HDi 90 S Silver 91k £2,795 

Insignia 2.0 CDTi [140] eco SRi Vx-line Nav Green 40k £10,495 

Insignia Tourer 2.0 CDTi [140] ecoFLEX SRi Nav Blue 38k £9,995 

Meriva 1.7 CDTi 16V [110] Exclusiv Auto Silver 39k £5,995 

Meriva Estate 1.4i 16V Life White 19k £7,995 

Mokka Hatchback 1.4T SE Auto Blue 15k £11,995 

Zafira Tourer 1.4T SRi Blue 28k £9,995 


Now Only — 

£5295 Free 

A 3 Year Service Plan 

With This Fiesta 

and Drive Away Today 

Call Steve Now 07747633329 


Others 

11 Audi A4 Avant 2.0 TDI136 Black Edition [Start Stop] Black 124k £7,995 

17 Audi Q7 3.0 TDI Quattro S Line Tip Auto Grey 19k £45,995 

13 BMW XI Diesel sDrive 20d xLine Step Auto Silver 16k £14,995 

59 Honda Civic Hatchback 1.4 i-VTEC Type S 3dr Silver 77k £4,295 

15 Hyundai 1X20 Hatchback 1.6 Active Auto Blue 13k £9,495 

15 Mini Hatchback 1.5 Cooper Green 35k £9,995 

15 Mitsubishi Asx Estate 1.6 3 Silver 43k £9,795 

60 Renault Clio Sport Tourer 1.5 dCi 86 Dynam TomTom Grey 43k £4,195 

09 Seat Ibiza Hatchback 1.4 SE 5dr Blue £2,395 

15 Skoda Fabia Diesel Hatchback 1.4 TDI SE Red 18k £7,995 

57 Volkswagen Golf Hatchback 1.6 Match FSI Black £2,795 

15 Volkswagen Tiguan 2.0 TDi BlueMotion Tech Match DSG Blk 45k £13,995 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit 1 , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 1TB 

Tel: 01384 906030 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 10-4 




















DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRADE & SAVE CENTRE 

AU. CARS SOLD WITH FULL MOT & WARRANTY 

FINANCE AVAILABLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 

REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 



2012/12 FIAT 500 

1.2 LOUNGE 


2007/57 MINI 
1.6 COOPERS 


2010/10 FORD KA 

1.2 STUDIO 


1999 JAGUAR V8 
XJ8 3.2 



3-dr, White, 41,875 miles 


3-dr, Chili Red, 41,197 miles 


3-dr, Green, 41,115 miles 


4-dr Auto, Silver, 75,179 miles 


£4,995 


£4,995 


£4,295 


£3,495 


2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
2.0T16VVXR 


2011/11 VAUXHALL C0RSA 
1.4116V (100) SE 


2012/62 CHEVROLET 
ORLANDO LS 


2012/62 PEUGEOT 3081.6 
E-HDi 112 ACCESS 



3-dr, Black Sapphire, 87,514 miles 


5-dr, Black Sapphire, 64,422 miles 


5-dr MPV, Grey, 43,074 miles 


5-dr Estate, Nera Blue, 53,193 miles 


£5,250 


£4,995 


£6,995 


£5,995 


2013/13 SEAT TOLEDO 

1.2 TSi S 


2012/12 KIA PICANTO 
1.0 1 


2006/06 MINI CONVERTIBLE 
1.6 COOPERS 


2007/07 HYUNDAI AMICA 
1.1 CDX 


% * 



5-dr, Black Magic, 23,938 miles 

£6,995 


2010/10 CITROEN Cl 
I.Oi SPLASH 



5-dr, Lipizzan White, 33,520 miles 

£4,495 


2009/09 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 
1.8M6VS 



3-dr, Bright Silver, 23,919 miles 

£4,695 


2010/60 VAUXHALL MERIVA 
1.4T 16V (140) SE 



5-dr MPV, Grey, 50,440 miles 

£5,995 


2010/60 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 
CDTi 16V EC0FLEX EXCLUSIV 



2-dr Convertible, Astro Black, 76,477 miles 

£4,995 


2009/09 VAUXHALL 
AGILA 1.2 16V DESIGN 





5-dr, Cosmic Black, 26,434 miles 

£4,750 


2011/11 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.4M6V EXCITE 



5-dr, Thunder Grey, 34,805 miles 

£2,995 


2009/09 FIAT D0BL0 1.4 8V 
DYNAMIC HIGH ROOF 



5-dr MPV, 32,412 miles 

£3,995 


2009/09 FORD FIESTA 
1.6ZETECS 




DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

01384 454100 ^ay 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 





























DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

CARS FROM £2495 ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

NEW-USED CARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILARLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 
REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T>s & C’s Apply) 


2013/13 VAUXHALL MOKKA 
1.7CDTI EXCLUSIV 



5-dr, Black, 65,000 miles 

£8,495 


2013/13 VAUXHALL 
CASCADA1.4T ELITE 



2-dr Convertible, Black, 46,479 miles 

£10,495 


2014/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
2.0 CDTi 16V BI-TURBO 



5-dr Estate, 31,770 miles 

£9,250 


2012/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
GTC 2.0T16VVXR 



3-dr Coupe, Black, 23,600 miles 

£13,495 


2015/15 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
GTC 2.0T16VVXR 



3-dr Coupe, Blue, 9,715 miles 

£17,495 


1993 JAGUAR V8 
XJ8 3.2 




4-dr Auto, Silver, 75,179 miles 

£3,495 


2015/65 VAUXHALL 
C0RSA1.6TVXR 


2016/16 VAUXHALL 
ZAFIRA 1.4T SRi 


2012/62 NISSAN QASHQAI 
1.6(117) N-TECH 


2013/62 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.0 ECOFLEXS 


2015/15 RENAULT CAPTUR 
0.9 TCE 90 DYNAMIQUE 
MEDIANAV ENERGY 









2014/14 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 
CDTi (163) ECOFLEX LIMITED EDITION 

■ j 



3-dr, Blue, 33,000 miles 

£10,995 


5-dr, White, 20,923 miles 

£12,995 


5-dr, Red, 24,120 miles 

£10,495 


5-dr, Silver, 43,478 miles 

£5,495 


5-dr, Orange, 14,300 miles 

£9,695 


5-dr, Green, 27,000 miles 

£9,995 


2011/11 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.6M6V EXCLUSIV 


2013/13 MERCEDES-BENZ A200 
CDi BLUE EFFICIENCY AMG SPORT 


PRESTIGE CAR 
2015/15 MERCEDES-BENZ CLS 
350D AMG LINE PREMIUM 


2007/07 PEUGEOT 207 
1.6 HDi 110 GT 


2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.4T (100) LIMITED EDITION 


2015/65 VAUXHALL VIVA 
1.0 SE 








5-dr Auto, Silver, 25,089 miles 

£5,995 


5-dr, Blue, 44,370 miles 

£12,995 


4-dr Coupe, Silver, 26,900 miles 

£24,995 


3-dr, Lacerta Yellow, 83,693 miles 

£3,150 


3-dr, Green, 29,800 miles 

£7,995 


5-dr, Blue, 13,600 miles 

£6,995 


2016/66 NISSAN JUKE 1.2 
DIG-T N-CONNECTA 


2007/07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
2.0T16VVXR 




5-dr, White, 8,000 miles 

£12,495 


3-dr, Black Sapphire, 87,514 miles 

£5,995 


2012 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 
2.0T16VVXR 



3-dr Coupe, Blue, 38,000 miles 

£13,495 


2015/15 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.0T ECOFLEX STING R 


2015/65 PEUGEOT 108 
1.0 ACTIVE 


2013/13 MERCEDES-BENZ Cl 80 
1.6 BLUE EFFICIENCY AMG SPORT 





3-dr, White, 24,000 miles 

£6,995 


3-dr, Black, 16,805 miles 

£6,495 


2-dr Coupe, Silver, 25,700 miles 

£13,695 


2010/60 VAUXHALL ASTRA 
1.7 CDTi 16V ECOFLEX 


2015/65 VAUXHALL 
MERIVATECH LINE 


2013/13 CITROEN DS31.6 E-HDi 
115 AIRDREAMD SPORT PLUS 


2015/65 MERCEDES-BENZ 
A180 CDI SPORT EDITION 


2014/14 VAUXHALL 
ADAM 1.4i GLAM 


2013/13 SEAT TOLEDO 
1.2 TSiS 







5-dr, Silver, 56,358 miles 

£4,995 


5-dr MPV, White, 15,300 miles 

£8,495 


3-dr, Red, 35,307 miles 

£6,995 


5-dr, White, 24,000 miles 

£14,850 


3-dr, Blue, 35,000 miles 

£7,250 


5-dr, Black Magic, 23,938 miles 

£6,995 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 
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A sensible car that's worth a look at 


By James Parker 


Vauxhall. Estate. Diesel. Not exactly words 
that get the heartstrings twanging, are 
they? 

Yet those in the market for a truly sensible 
car - rather than an exciting or interesting 
one - would do well to consider them. This is 
the Vauxhall Astra Sports Tourer - or estate, if 
you look past the marketing gobbledegook. 

It’s based on the latest Mk7 Astra, giving it a 
good starting point to work from, and offers a 
range of efficient engines alongside a usefully 
practical body. 

The Astra is one of the most popular car 
models in the UK’s motoring history, so there’s 
very little that won’t feel instantly familiar to 
most buyers. Despite this, there’s actually a lot 
that’s changed over the previous-generation 
model, which this car replaced back in 2015. 

The Astra is 200kg lighter than the model it 
replaces, and crucially for tech-savvy modern 
buyers the dashboard is far simpler and more 
high-tech. 

In the transition from hatch to estate, very 
little has changed - there’s just that extra 
bodywork above the rear axle, along with a 
chrome styling line to mark this out as the 
Sports Tourer model. 

There are a few petrol engines on offer, 
but provided you do enough miles we’d 
recommend the diesel engine that came 
with our test car. It’s Vauxhall’s own 1.6-litre 
‘Whisper’ diesel, and it’s ideally matched to 
the Astra-smooth, powerful enough and 
remarkably refined - a brief burble when 
setting off soon settles down. It’s capable of 
0-60mph in 9.3 seconds - not exactly speedy, 
but with a decent slug of mid-range torque 
you won’t struggle to keep up with traffic. 


^ ~ _ — 



V 7 ft 
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The dashboard is easy to navigate 

It’s also very efficient, returning nearly 
60mpg during our time with the car. 

On the petrol front, there’s a 1.0-litre three- 
cylinder that’s probably best avoided if you’re 
planning on using the car’s ample carrying 
capacity, a brace of 1.4-litre turbos and a 
1.6-litre with 197bhp. 

Given that this is an inherently sensible 
diesel estate car, you might be expecting it 
to be a bit rubbish to drive. But that’s not the 
case at all. 

The Astra is particularly well-balanced, 
remaining taut enough to resist body roll while 
staying comfortable over most surfaces. This 
car is a top-drawer motorway cruiser, with a 
relaxed sixth gear gait and decent refinement. 

There’s a firm edge to the ride around town, 
however, and the steering is a little over-light. 
It’s this latter point that prevents the Astra from 
being really entertaining despite good grip in 
the corners. 

Vauxhall doesn’t offer a sporting model of 
the Astra like it does with the Insignia, so if you 


There’s more than a passing resemblance to the larger Insignia Sports Tourer, which is no bad thing - it’s a handsome car 


crave something with more panache you’ll 
need to opt for a rival. 

There’s more than a passing resemblance to 
the larger Insignia Sports Tourer, which is no 
bad thing - it’s a handsome car. The Astra’s 
proportions are slightly less easy on the eye, 
with the stubby estate boot a fair bit less 
graceful than its bigger sibling. It also misses 
out on the latest Vauxhall corporate grille, 
instead opting for a double-bar arrangement 
that looks a little fussy. 

A chrome line down the car’s windowline 


draws attention to the extra bodywork of 
the estate, while the tailgate is plain and 
inoffensive. Altogether, the Astra package 
is one which seems to be designed to be as 
undivisive as possible - it will blend in instantly 
in any company car park. 

There’s plenty of space for passengers with 
capacious rear seats. As for the dashboard 
design and styling, it’s once again plain and 
inoffensive - though in this case, that’s ideal 
as it means everything is exactly where you 
expect to find it. 


The Astra gets a bad rap for being ‘just 
another Vauxhall’ but it honestly deserves 
more than that. 

It’s a good-to-drive and reasonably practical, 
with some of the best diesel engines available 
in this class. 

Sure, it’s not exciting - but not a lot 
in this class is, and the Astra’s ubiquity 
and popularity mean it should be pretty 
dependable. If you’re looking at a Golf or 
Focus Estate, think carefully about test-driving 
an Astra, too. 



Handles the steepest climbs 
Now with 5 years 0% APR. 



CRANDLAND X 

The new Grandland X doesn't just handle tough conditions out 
on the road. It takes care of the whole family with Bluetooth audio, 
7-inch touchscreen control and the great finance offer shown here. 




VAUXHALL 

British Brand since 1903 


Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley 01384 454100 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 01384 447970 


T Wall Garages 

Kingswinford 01384 288333 


Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 0121 503 0001 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km).Grandland X Range: Urban: 44.1 (6.4) - 64.2 (4.4), Extra-urban: 57.6 (4.9) - 74.3 (3.8), 
Combined: 51.4 (5.5) - 68.9 (4.1). C0 2 emissions 128 - 108g/km. # 

All of the following retailers are acting as a credit broker and not a lender: Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Dudley Motor Company, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Stourbridge Motor House, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as T Wall Garages, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as 
Halesowen Motor House. We will introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Commission may be received. 

Model shown is Grandland X Ultimate. Offer subject to availability, on selected models at participating Retailers only. Conditional Sale. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply Applicants must be 18+. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, CF15 7YT. 24-60 month terms available. Offer applies to private individuals, 
Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 vehicles. Offer available on orders or registrations between 3 July -1 October 2018. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU regulated test data is provided for 
comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Vauxhall Motors Limited reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of going to print. 















35 



Allen spends his time coaching the sport he loves 


Allen with daughter, Dominique, who is a Great Britain and England international 



Allen challenges for the ball 



Always popular with the fans 


Ace Allen has lived his 
life through basketball 


PLAYING in front of 5,000 fans, winning 
two British Basketball League play-off 
titles and earning five England caps for 
good measure. 

For someone who didn’t start playing basket¬ 
ball until his teenage years - because he was 
embarrassed about his height - Clive Allen en¬ 
joyed a truly stellar career. 

Growing up in the West Midlands, Allen began his 
sporting life playing football and trying to blend in 
with his classmates. But his talent would eventually 
help him win a scholarship in America, leading to a 
15-year career with the Birmingham Bullets when 
the sport was really rocking in the region. 

“When I was at school I hated being tall and I 
didn’t want to be involved in anything that showed 
that,” said Allen. “At Hillcrest School, in Netherton, 
there weren’t too many black people and I didn’t 
want to stand out any more, so I didn’t start playing 
basketball until I left. 

“Mike Landell, who was a Great Britain basketball 
player from Dudley, was the person who got me into 
the sport. He encouraged me to go for my first trial 
when I was about 16 to 17. 

Redundant 

“But Dave Fisher, who was the coach at the time, 
said I wasn’t good enough for the senior squad and I 
was also too old for the under-17s. I was told to come 
back in about a year.” 

Allen is now head coach at West Bromwich Albion 
Basketball Academy, which comes under the Sport¬ 
ing Albion umbrella and is directly linked with the 
football team. The 56-year-old has eaten, lived and 
breathed basketball since deciding to take the sport 
seriously and has come a long way from working in 
a factory. 

“I was working at Grazebrookes Foundries in Dud¬ 
ley, but was made redundant,” he said. “I started get¬ 
ting back into sport again and it was while playing 
football at the Aston Villa Leisure Centre I was asked 
by someone to switch sports. I started playing in the 
Sandwell Central League for Sandwell Basketball 
Club. 

“I was playing in the Central League when the 
coach from Bullets saw me and took me down for an- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By James Driver-Fisher 


“It was while playing foot¬ 
ball at the Aston Villa Leisure 
Centre I was asked by some¬ 
one to switch sports” 


other trial - and then offered me a contract. The first 
season I probably played, what felt like, five minutes, 
but every time I came on the crowd loved it because 
of the effort and hustle I put in.” 

Allen’s efforts eventually saw him land a scholar¬ 
ship to play at Northwest Nazarene University, in 
Idaho, which was a Christian College. He also studied 
to become a social worker. But his American adven¬ 
ture was cut short after his wife fell pregnant with 
his daughter, Dominique, who herself is now a Great 
Britain and England international. 

“My wife wanted our baby to be born in the UK 
so we came back from US a little early,” said Allen, 
who played most of his career as a power forward or 
at centre. 

“I started playing for the Bullets again and play¬ 
ing in America was such a learning curve and it had 
transformed my game. At the time, in BBL, a lot of 
British players sat on the bench because it was taken 
over by Americans, like Premiership football today 
really. 

“But we had a really strong team in the 90s, with 
Nigel Lloyd, Fab Flournoy, Tony Dorsey, Tony Simms 
and Reggie Kirk. But one of the main things was we 
always had a really good relationship with each other 
and also the fans.” 

Allen - who enjoyed two stints with the Bullets, 
from 1985-87 and then 1988-2001 - first won the BBL 
play-off finals in 1995/96, but said the second title in 
1997/98, also at Wembley Arena, was the pinnacle of 
his playing career. 

“A year later, however, the squad was left with just 
five senior players. But the lack of resources once 


again made the team a stronger unit. Winning the fi¬ 
nals in 1998 was my greatest moment but a few years 
later, when it didn’t work out with some of the Amer¬ 
ican players, it just left of five of us. That was Lloyd, 
Kirk, Simms, Flourney and myself. The Bullets also 
eventually went full circle because when Australian 
Harry Wrublewski took over he wanted to take the 
game from leisure centres and into arenas.” 

Allen’s career was eventually ended due to a condi¬ 
tion called neurosarcoidosis, which affected his spine. 
But once his playing days were over he was able to 
refocus and become one of the Black Country’s most 
prominent coaches. 

After enjoying one last hurrah with the Black 
Country Bears, winning the title after dropping down 
a division, he briefly joined Simms as coach at the 
Aston Athletics basketball team in 2005. 

He became assistant coach at the Milton Keynes 
Lions under Lloyd, then general manager for the Bir¬ 
mingham Panthers, again under Lloyd, during their 
only season, from 2007/08. But a conversation with 
Jamie Bunch, sporting director of the Albion Foun¬ 
dation in 2009, that really shaped his coaching career. 

Contact 

“I dropped down a division and played for the Black 
Country Bears - and won a title - but I had been 
coaching all the way through and launched my own 
Big Sky Basketball academy. 

“I worked with more than 70 schools in one year 
covering Dudley, Stourbridge and Halesowen. 

“Jamie Bunch then got in contact and wanted to 
follow the Sporting Lisbon way, where there were 
other teams affiliated with the club. I used to run 
basketball sessions at Sir Gilbert Claughton, which 
would end with a big tournament but they wanted to 
set up a team and take it more seriously. 

“I wanted to push it too and through my connec¬ 
tions at the Bullets I met Jamie. 

“We only had two teams when we started at under- 
16 and under-18. Now we have 12, which goes from 
under-14s up to the men’s, which are now linked with 
Wolverhampton University. 

“I also coach at Dudley College and Sandwell Col¬ 
lege too, so there is a bigger network for basketball 
players.” 


Bilbao bound Gavin’s 
hometown warm-up 

FRANKIE Gavin warms up for his European Welterweight Title fight later 
this year with a six round contest in his home city in September. 

The 32-year-old Birmingham boxer takes on Kerman Lejarraga in the 
Spaniard’s back yard of Bilbao on November 17. But as Gavin, the former 
Commonwealth and British Champion, steps up camp, he will take part in 
a warm-up bout at the Holiday Inn, Smallbrook Queensway, on September 
16. Gavin said: “Camp is well under way and I’m determined. Lejarraga 
is my main focus but it’s important to get back in the ring, blow off a few 
cobwebs and make a statement. November will soon come round and I’m 
going to Bilbao to bring the European Title home.” 

The four-fight dinner show, ‘Bilbao Bound’ will also feature Gavin’s sta- 
blemate Brad ‘Bosh’ Thomas, Central Area Heavyweight Champion, Kash 
Ali, and Walsall super welterweight, Levi Ferguson. 

Tickets are £65 to include a two-course Sunday lunch or £35 standard 
unreserved. Call 07900 741 617 


Davis takes on role 
of managing misfits 

WOLVES have hired ex-Crewe boss Steve Davis to manage their fringe 
players as they look to find them deals away from the club. 

Dominic Iorfa, Jordan Graham, Phil Ofosu-Ayeh, Michal Zyro and Ethan 
Ebanks-Landell are training separately from the first team in a ‘group 
three’ section at Compton Park. 

Wolves are working to, ideally, find permanent moves for the players. 
Loan moves look the more likely scenarios for most of the group, which also 
contains Paul Gladon, Joe Mason, Connor Ronan and Sylvain Deslandes as 
well as some of the older under-23 players. 

Boyhood Wolves fan Davis came close to landing the top job at Molineux 
back in 2013 when he was interviewed for the then-vacant head coach role 
after Dean Saunders was sacked. Davis was at one point odds-on favourite 
to get the job but missed out to Kenny Jackett. 

It’s understood that he is working full-time at Compton Park overseeing 
the group having been handed a temporary contract. 


New boss kicks off 
Casuals campaign 

WOLVERHAMPTON Casuals boss Dean Gill hopes to hit the ground run¬ 
ning when the West Midlands League season kicks off. 

Gill made the switch from Wednesfield at the end of the last campaign 
and the first batch of Premier Division fixtures have handed his new 
charges an opening-day clash at home to Wellington. After a trip to Wem, a 
visit to Tividale and a home clash with his former charges follow. 

Gill said: “We are pleased with the opening set of fixtures. We start with 
a home game which is always good and hopefully we can get a good start. If 
we can get a decent start I would like to see us challenging in the top six.” 

Last season’s Premier Division runners-up Tividale kick-off at Smeth¬ 
wick Rangers and, as well as the clash with Casuals, meet Black Country 
Rangers in the opening month.Tivi boss Dave King said: “It’s a tough open¬ 
ing month, there is no doubt about that.” 

Black Country Rangers, fourth last season, start at Bilston Town Com¬ 
munity. 
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Bacon says 
‘stick by us’ 
to the fans 

BIRMINGHAM skipper Tom Bacon has 
pleaded with the club’s supporters to 
stick by them following a second succes¬ 
sive home defeat. 

The Edwards Plumbing Brummies 
had been beaten at Perry Barr last week 
by title favourites Mildenhall, but their 
50-40 loss to Plymouth this time around 
was much more disappointing. 

Birmingham managed just four heat 
advantages and again struggled without 
the firepower of injured heat-leader Dan- 
yon Hume. 

And while No.l Bacon was untoucha¬ 
ble, romping to a 15-point max, it wasn’t 
enough to stop the Brummies falling to 
their fifth defeat in six in all competi¬ 
tions. “It was a real tough night for the 
team,” Bacon admitted. 

“We know we couldn’t underestimate 
Plymouth and what they could do and 
bringing in Alfie (Bowtell) as a guest 
probably made them even stronger. 

“We’re having it tough at the minute 
but we still need to give more as a team. 

“Dan (Greenwood) is just lacking 
race fitness at the moment and that will 
come; we know what he’s capable of and 
we know he’ll do a job for us while he’s 
here. On a positive note though I thought 
Sheldon (Davies) rode well again tonight 
and he deserved more points than he ac¬ 
tually got.” 

Saturday’s clash at Stoke was called 
off - with co-owner David Mason in¬ 
sisting all the pressure was on noisy 
neighbours Cradley ahead of last night’s 
(Wednesday) crunch derby clash at 
Perry Barr. 

Rising star Winters 
on a Euro mission 
to be boxing queen 

A BLACK Country teenage boxing sen¬ 
sation has her sights set on conquering 
the continent after becoming a national 
champion. 

Niamh Winters, from Wolverhampton, 
did School Street Boxing Club proud at 
the National Schools Championship Fi¬ 
nals in Grantham. 

Competing in the 46kg category, the 
13-year-old overcame Wirral’s Elle 
O’Brien in the final. 

Coach Daniel Downs was full of praise 
for the golden gloves winner, saying: 
“She’s been with me for around two-and- 
a-half years and this is the first national 
champion we’ve had. 

“We’ve had a couple of semi-finalists 
before, but this is the first one we’ve had 
go all the way so we’re massively proud 
of her. 

“She runs three times a week, hill 
sprints - she lives the life of a proper 
young boxer. 

“She’s so dedicated and has worked so 
hard to get where she is. 

“She’ll be doing stuff with the England 
set-up and then potentially be looking at 
the Europeans. It’s fantastic.” 


Baggies are on the ball at the Etihad 



Youngsters in Baggies colours 


YOUNGSTERS from West Brom¬ 
wich Albion proved a big hit at the 
Premier League and BT Disability 
Football Festival. The Baggies were 
one of 23 Premier League and Eng¬ 
lish Football League clubs who took 
part in the tournament at Manches¬ 
ter City’s Etihad Campus. 

They were joined by former Eng¬ 
land, Wolves, Everton, Manches¬ 
ter City, Albion and Villa defender 
Joleon Lescott and ex-Baggie and 
Wales international John Hartson. 


Premier League title winner Lescott 
and Hartson passed on some tips to 
the youngsters during a morning 
skills session that included passing, 
shooting and turning challenges. 
And the youngsters from Streetly 
Academy, who represented Albion, 
certainly benefited from the training 
when the tournament took place in 
the afternoon. 

The teams were split into five 
groups with the Baggies enjoying an 
unbeaten campaign that saw them 


finish second in their group, just 
missing out on the title to Leicester 
City. 

Paul Barrett, a Teaching Assis¬ 
tant at the school said: “It’s been an 
amazing opportunity for them, they 
have been talking about it for weeks 
and weeks since they heard. They 
won’t get another chance to play at 
facilities like this.” Paul Hunt, The 
Albion Foundation’s senior disabil¬ 
ity development officer, said: “It is 
a brilliant opportunity for the kids.” 


GOAL FEST IN 
REGIS SHIELD 


FOR a match organised in cel¬ 
ebration of a legendary striker, 
it was only fitting Albion and 
Coventry served up a goal-fest. 

There is no doubt Cyrille Regis would 
have approved of the attacking talent 
on show as two of his former clubs 
went head-to-head in the inaugural 
Regis Shield. 

Albion’s 5-2 victory saw them sign-off prepa¬ 
rations for the Championship campaign in im¬ 
pressive style. 

Saturday’s performance did enough to suggest 
challenging for an immediate return to the Pre¬ 
mier League may not be out of the question. 

One player who certainly will be sticking 
around is Harvey Barnes. The 20-year-old, who 
joined on a season-long loan from Leicester City 
last week, enjoyed a superb Hawthorns debut, 
scoring twice inside the first eight minutes and 
also setting up Hal Robson-Kanu, who also 
bagged a brace during an opening half in which 
the Baggies were rampant. 

Barnes’s performance was enough that he has 
surely played his way into the starting XI for Sat¬ 
urday’s curtain raiser against Bolton. 

Barnes’s opener was laid on by a man whose 
own future is yet to be resolved, James Morrison. 

The Scot collected a cleverly disguised pass 
from Chris Brunt before guiding the ball into 
the path of Barnes, who finished superbly from 
20 yards out. 

Barnes then linked up with Robson-Kanu for 
his second, racing on to a return pass before lift¬ 
ing a finish over Coventry keeper Liam O’Brien. 

When Robson-Kanu then netted in the 31st 
and 39th minutes, the second a header from a 
pinpoint Barnes cross, the Baggies were threat¬ 
ening to run riot. 

But Reice Allassani pulled one back with a fine 
finish just before the break and though Jake Liv¬ 
ermore hit Albion’s fifth shortly after the restart, 
Jordon Thompson ensured the Sky Blues would 
have the final say when he headed home late on. 



Chris Brunt receives the Cyrille Regis shield Trophy from Robert and Michelle Regis after the match 


New boy Townsend: Promotion the aim 


NEW boy Conor Townsend 
claims regaining Premier 
League status at the first at¬ 
tempt must be Albion’s sole tar¬ 
get this season. 

The 25-year-old left-back be¬ 
came the Baggies fifth summer 
signing when he joined from 
Scunthorpe in a £750,000 deal. 
He has signed a three-year con¬ 
tract at The Hawthorns and is 


already focused on a promo¬ 
tion challenge. Townsend said: 
“We’ve got to be aiming to get 
straight back up at the first at¬ 
tempt. There’s no secret, it’s a 
difficult league, but there’s no 
reason why shouldn’t be right 
up there and challenging. That’s 
got to be the aim for this club.” 

Albion saw off competition 
from Championship rivals Hull 


and Ipswich to secure the sig¬ 
nature of Townsend, who orig¬ 
inally came through the Tigers’ 
academy before dropping down 
to League One. 

Albion open their Champion¬ 
ship campaign when they host 
Bolton on Saturday and the 
next few days are likely to be 
pivotal as boss Darren Moore 
continues to shape his squad. 


Champions’ 
victory over 
Smethwick 

SMETHWICK went down to a 159- 
run defeat at home to 2017 champions 
Knowle & Dorridge in the Birmingham 
League Premier Division. 

Oliver Haley struck 96 from 101 balls 
for K&D with Warwickshire left-arm 
spinner Sunny Singh picking up 4-55 as 
the visitors made 269-9. 

The Smethwick reply began badly 
and, after an interruption, they slumped 
to 74-7, then 110 all out with Chris 
Cheslin (4-27) ripping out the middle 
and lower order. Wolverhampton made 
245-8 at home to Ombersley with a top 
score of 42 from Aneesh Kapil. 

The Worcestershire side’s response 
was reduced to 21 overs after a heavy 
storm with a winning draw target of 132. 

But they finished well short on 109-7 
with Andy Bowyer picking up 4-19 for 
Wolverhampton who remain 28 points 
away from safety. 

In Division One the local derby be¬ 
tween Halesowen and table-toppers 
Kidderminster was the only one to go 
beyond the first innings. 

The Kidderminster total of 205-8 was 
dominated by a sixth wicket partnership 
of 115 between Simon Greenall (70 not 
out) and Connor Smith (63). Halesow¬ 
en’s reply was reduced to 42 overs and 
they had reached 64-4, in the 17th over, 
when the match was abandoned. 

Old Hill’s former Warwickshire 
seamer Naqaash Tahir bowled un¬ 
changed to finish with 8-29 as Newport 
crashed to 65 all out and a seven-wicket 
defeat at Haden Hill in Division Three. 

Loanee Sturridge 
says: No regrets 

DANIEL STURRIDGE insists he does 
not regret his loan switch to Albion - 
despite the 28-year-old failing to score 
in six appearances and missing several 
games with a hamstring injury. 

“I don’t regret anything,” said the Bir¬ 
mingham-born Liverpool striker. 

“The experience made me grow as a 
person. That is what it is all about. 

“Evolving as a man, evolving as a foot¬ 
baller. 

“From the outside looking in, you can 
also improve. 

“When you are on the inside looking 
out, you sometimes don’t get to see what 
you have to do to get to the next level.” 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2017 was 64.6% 
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WE BUY 

• CLOTHING • SHOES ' 

• HANDBAGS • BEDDING 

275 BRISTNALL HALL ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 9NF (NOW OPEN) 


WE BUY ALL TYPES OF NON FERROUS METAL 

BEST RATES IN TOWN 

OPEN NOW WE BUY METALS 

• COPPER • CABLES • BRASS • ELECTRIC MOTORS 

UNIT B189 TAT BANK ROAD, OLDBURY, B69 4NU 


07801 984 408 



























